THE BOOKMAN 


ILLUSTRATED AUTUMN SUPPLEMENT. 


YESTERDAY AND TO-DAY. 


In the good old Victorian days when every picture told 
a story and most story books had pictures to illustrate 
them, Camden Town had not yet acquired notoriety as an 
art centre and painters and sculptors had their favourite 
habitations not so much in Chelsea as in St. John’s Wood. 
A prominent member of the St. John’s Wood art colony 
was Mr. W. F. Yeames, 
R.A., the story of whose 
long life has now been 
told with considerable 
vivacity by his niece. 

Yeames, the son of a 
British consul, was born 
in Russia in 1835, and 
spent much of his early 
life on the Continent 
before settling in 
England, where he died 
only nine years ago. 
Asa painter of historical 
and subject pictures he 
had considerable suc- 
cess; he wasa favourite 
in Court circles and 
much liked by the 
Prince Consort and the 
late Duke of Teck; but 
his life was singularly 
uneventful and to most 
readers the attraction 
of these recollections 
will be the number of 

_good stories they con- 
tain about Landseer, 
Leighton, George Leslie, 
Fred Walker, Calderon 
and other members of 
the St. John’s Wood 
circle. 

The book is well 
named—t hough per- 
haps “Anecdote” 
should have come first 
—for its pages are 
crammed with anec- 
dotes which throw light on the mentality of well- 
known Victorian artists. We learn, for example, that 
Leighton invariably went to Greece or Rome for his holidays, 
“ affirming that only there could real beauty be found ’— 
an astounding assertion which it is a satisfaction to know 
was Challenged by some of his friends. Many of the stories 
told exhibit the artists as being positively childish, indulg- 
ing in strange forms of schoolboy humour, as when Leslie 
and Marks amused themselves in a country village by one 
of them pretending to be deaf and the other pointing out 
the “ sights ’’ and explaining with shouts which astonished 
the yokels assembled that a public house was a place where 
you could buy “‘ Beer—Beer—BEER ”’! 

Even in those days there were English artists who were 
fanatical Francophils, and J. R. Herbert, R.A., caused 
much mirth by dressing like a Frenchman and speaking 
broken English though he knew no French. Landseer said 
of him that he “tumbled down while at Boulogne and 


By Edmund B. d'Auvergne 
(Hutchinson), 


broke his English.’’ Later, hearing that Herbert was 
going to Egypt, Landseer remarked, ‘‘ He will return this 
time speaking Gum Arabic.’”’” In a way the painters of 


those days seemed to take painting much less seriously 


1“ Art and Anecdote: Recollections of William Frederick 
Yeames, R.A.” By M. H. Stephen Smith. tos. 6d. (Hutchin- 
son.) 


From Adventuresses and Adventurous Ladies 
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than do their successors of to-day, and if these recollections 
are much more full of anecdote than of art they are, for 
this reason perhaps, more than usually readable. 

Before saying a word about the caricatures of Mr. Powys 
Evans,? better known as ‘‘ Quiz,” it is necessary to explain 
the identity of his introducer. When Walter Sickert was 
elected an Associate of the Royal Academy most of his 
old friends learnt then for the first time that his full name 
was ‘‘ Walter Richard 
Sickert.” Since his 
election he appears to 
have been engaged— 
like a still more 
notorious contemporary 
—in the task of “ drop- 
ping the pilot,” and 
he began by signing 
himself as ‘“‘ W. Richard 
Sickert.” Now he 
seems to have dropped 
“Walter” altogether, 
and readers who have 
not followed his subtle 


be informed that the 
unknown new presbyter 
“Richard _ Sickert, 
A.R.A.,”’ is none other 
than our old friend 
Walter Sickert, who has 
a deservedly high re- 
putation alike as an 
artist, a critical writer 
and a wit. 

Of Richard Sickert 
we know nothing, but 
anything that Walter 
Sickert has to say about 
caricatures in general, 
and of the work of 
“Quiz in particular, 
we read with respect 
and attention, even if 
we dissent from some 
of his propositions. Mr. 
Sickert begins in 
characteristic vein by 
asserting that, ‘‘ If all caricatures are not good, all good art 
is caricature ’’; a saying which, to say the least, appears 
to fit the art of Daumier better than that of Leonardo da 
Vinci. But those who know Walter Sickert’s taste for 
hyperbole will make due allowance for his exuberance and 
accept his assertion as one of the half-truths so popular in 
current art criticism. 

In the series of pen-drawings reproduced in this album 
we see “‘ Quiz ’’ happily engaged in sketching the character- 
istics of celebrities in the worlds of politics, art and the 
theatre. The great attraction of his work is its clean 
simplicity, he makes his points with bold incisive lines, 
graces them with delicate shading, and usually presents 
his amusing conceptions of personality in a form that has 
decorative value as wellas humour. ‘‘ Quiz ’”’ is an exceed- 
ingly able craftsman who has given special consideration 
to the conditions under which his work is reproduced. 
“A most valuable contribution to the exploration of the 
resources of modern reproduction,’”’ says Mr. Sickert, “ is 
the intelligent and delicate way that ‘ Quiz’ has perfected 
of modelling in ‘ stipple.’’’ Mr. Sickert is at much pains 
to defend the practice of “ stippling,’’ which some artists 
consider an old-fashioned method which is ‘“ not done” 

2 “ Righty-eight Cartoons.” By Powys Evans. With a 
Preface by Richard Sickert, A-R.A. 15s. (Cayme Press.) 


EmMA HART AS 
CASSANDRA, 


(After the painting by George Romney.) 
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nowadays; but the defence 


is really superfluous because, 
as another caricaturist, 
Max Beerbohm, pointed 


the story of the escaped 
nun, Catalina de Erauso, 
who concealed her sex and 
fought through innumer- 


out long ago, what matters 
in art is not the method 
but the success obtained in 
the use of this method or 
that. Mr. Powys Evans 


able campaigns, and _ be- 
came a traditional name 
through the whole of the 
seventeenth century. The 
history of Mary Carleton, 


has invented his own 


method of doing caricatures, 


the bogus German princess, 
shows history touching 


and the success he has 
obtained by its means is 
undeniable. 

FRANK RUTTER. 


ADVENTURESSES 
AND 
ADVENTUROUS 
LADIES. 


By Epmunp B. 
D’AUVERGNE. With 
illustrations. 18s. net. 
(Hutchinson.) 


Mr. D’Auvergne had 
some difficulty, he con- 
fesses, in finding a justi- 
fication for his common 
denominator, and he con- 


fiction, so exactly is it in 
the style of a picaresque 
romance by Defoe. Of 
Lola Montez, the Spanish 
dancer, the author has 
already written and at 
greater length, and others of 
his subjects are fairly 
familiar to the curious 
reader, such as Elizabeth 


Chudleigh, Duchess of 
Kingston. It is alittle odd 
to find so much space de- 
voted to Lady Hamilton, 
but Mr. D’Auvergne has 
rewritten the story with 
vivacity and insight. This 
very readable and interest- 
ing book is adorned with no 
fewer than sixteen full-page 


cludes by admitting that Fyom Suhail 

““really one cannot find By Coleridge Kennard 

that these women had any 

more than this in common J 

—that they measured their wits against men’s in ages 
when woman was tied down to a subordinate réle, and that 
they excited the half-respectful astonishment of their male 
contemporaries. Hence the double title of this book. 
You can decide for yourself which were the adventuresses 
and which the adventurous ladies.’” Elsewhere perhaps he 
comes nearer to the truth when he describes the character 
as ‘ ‘combining in varying degrees the attributes of the 
adventurer, the courtesan, the impostor and the insurgent.” 
The author breaks fresh ground for English readers with 


illustrations. 


ONE OF THE FouR DRAWINGS BY 


AN ANONYMOUS ARTIST. 


OLD ENGLISH 
MILLS AND INNS. 
By R. Tuurston Hopkins. 12s. 6d. (Cecil Palmer.) 

It is always to the true country-lover, the real tramper 
of by-ways and little known paths, that Mr. Hopkins’s books 
appeal. This is no exception. In it he has garnered a 
remarkable harvest of wayside interests, deserted mills, 
lost paths, incredible mill-ponds, eccentric millers, not to 
mention ghosts and the jocund freemasonry of the country 
inn. Old industries too are revived, including the early 
medieval one of glass-making. Anyone interested in 
Sussex and thereabouts will find this book full of delight, 
and one to keep for future dipping into. 


James. &. 


Martin. 


From Old English Mills and Inns (Cecil Palmer). 
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SUHAIL. 
By CoLerRIDGE KENNARD. Ios. 6d. (Richards.) 


A diary of enchanted days and nights spent by the author 
wandering through Persia, through Teheran to Isfahan, to 
Yezd, Kerman, Bam, the Lut Desert and Baluchistan, by 
camel or mule. Through desert and cool upland, through 
mountain and valley, with the accompaniment of heat 
and cold, fog and sand-storm and wind and vermin; with 
its accompaniment too of song and story, Persian poetry 
and the wisdom of the ages and a peace and exaltation 
unknown to dwellers in western lands. Through a land of 
dreams the traveller goes so dreamily that we can some- 
times scarce fix the border between waking and dreaming. 
The diary is almost impersonal and full of descriptions so 
poignantly beautiful that they hurt, yet the story moves 
so deliberately, leisurely, in a manner so unhurried that it 
enables the reader to build up his picture line by line 


and fill it in 


with marvel- 


Wy colour. It is 
KAA 


heavy with the 
scent of roses 
and jasmine, 
joyous with 
the sound of 
nightingales 
and running 
water, rich 
with dawns 
and sunsets 
of surprising 
beauty, of 
moonlight on 
the walls and 
towers of 
desert cities. 
There is the 
silence of great 
spaces, the 
noise of crowds 
in movement, 
in bazaars. It 
is a book to 
be picked up 
and read in 
solitude, in an 
hour when 


With 


= 


From A Laurence Binyon LONDON 
Anthology Visions. the frequent 
(Collins). clamour of 


An Anthology of Mr. Binyon’s poems selected by himself. @M unromantic 

world jars 
upon us; there is in it a balm to soothe raw nerves, 
for it speaks of that peace which the Western world 
cannot give. 


CHINA CATS AND OTHER 
BEASTS IN RHYME. 


Rhymes by KATHLEEN CONYNGHAM GREENE. 
- Drawings by Mary G. CAMPION. 
Is. (Philip Allan.) 


A delightful little book of fantastic, humorous, serious 
verses that, despite its title, is not for children only. The 
light, lilting rhymes will please many sorts of readers, and 
the charm and delicate fantasy of ‘‘ Little Ghosts,’’ which 
begins : 

““ Among the many mansions of the City 
That will have room for all, 


The Master Builder’s added, in His pity, 
Kennel and bench and stall”. . . 


should be in every animal-lover’s album. Miss Campion’s 
woodcuts are excellent. 
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UNDER THE SHADE OF 
My ORCHARD TREES. 


From China Cats and Other Beasts 
in Rhyme 
By Kathleen Conyngham Greene 
(Philip Allan). 


SONGS OF THE IMMORTALS. 


Edited and Decorated by HALDANE MACFALL. 7s. 6d. 
(Jack.) 


Here, gathered together under one cover, are the words of 
““universal’’ songs—songs that are sung wherever the 
English tongue is spoken. Mr. Haldane Macfall says in his 
foreword to the book: ‘‘ Why some of these songs that are 
become immortal by common usage should have crept into 
the souls of men . . . it is not easy to decide in a phrase ; 
but that they have caught the senses and entered into the 
yearning of our people all the wide world over, and that they 
keep the homeland green therein, is one of those subtle 
secrets that evade the calculated prosody of academic 
grammarians who agonise and poetise in dogmatic solicitude 
to utter but stillborn fantasies.” The book is divided into 
four sections: Love Lyrics: Ballads and Roundelays: 
Madrigals and Songs of Praise: and Songs of Honour and 
Marching Lilts. And so we get Shakespeare’s ‘‘ Sweet and 
Twenty ”’ and Sir Harry Lauder’s ‘“‘I Love a Lassie”’; ‘‘ The 


SALLY IN Our ALLEY. 


From Songs of the Immortals 
(Jack). 
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Vicar of Bray,” “‘In 
an Old-fashioned 
Anthea,” ‘“ The 
Night has a 
Thousand Eyes,” 
“John Brown’s 
Body’’ and 
“Tipperary,” and 
many more whose 
titles are house- 
hold words. The 
poems are decor- 
ated by quaint, 
striking pictures 
from the pen 
of Mr. Haldane 
Macfall. 


DENMARK: 
A MODERN 
GUIDE TO 
THE LAND 
AND ITS 
PEOPLE. 


By CLiveE With illustrations. 


kin, Marshall.) 


From Denmark 
By Clive Holland 
(Simpkin, Marshall). 


3s. 6d. (Simp- 


Those of us who have chiefly thought of Denmark as 
the place which sends us Danish butter and Danish bacon, 
or at best vaguely as the early home of Queen Alexandra, 
should read and then think over Mr. Clive Holland’s little 
book. It is undeniably a good and handy guide, but it 
is more than that—it is a book of word and pencil pictures, 
and an enthusiastic invitation to share his pleasures on 


the spots which he reveals. 
To many of us it will be no 
drawback but a matter of some 
importance that the Danes are 
fond of good food, the result 
being that ‘‘ even in the hotels 
of the smaller provincial towns, 
provided time is given for its 
preparation, one may _ rest 
assured that the meal served 
will be appetising and well 
cooked.”” Such fare will put 
us in the right mood for the 
beauties of the land—and they 
are many: not only architec- 
ture, sculpture, pictures and 
antiquities, but its lakes, 
islands, woods fertile 
country. For ourselves the 
sand dunes of Fan6 are enough 
to make us grateful to the 
writer of this book. 


THE MISTY 
ISLE OF SKYE. 

By J. A. MaAcCuLtocn. 

7s. 6d. (Eneas Mackay.) 

This is undoubtedly a book 

to set one tingling with a 
keen desire to see this alluring 
island for himself. He must 
not be afraid of weather, but 
if he goes prepared, then he 
will be richly rewarded. Anti- 
quity—ruined heaps on windy 
hillocks, roughly sculptured 
monuments which. silently 
speak of far-off things— 
goes hand in hand with the 


From The Misty Isle of Skye 


By J. A. MacCulloch 
(Stirling : Mackay). 
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daily renewed 
charm of choicest 
woodland, luxuri- 
ance of wild 
flowers, the rich 
hues of moor and 
hill-side in the 
revolving seasons, 
the graceful sea- 
bird poising over- 
head, and the 
health- giving 
breezes. Here one 
comes to grips 
with Nature in all 
her moods (and 
they are many), 
but there are few 
spots which hold 
so many compen- 
sations for a little 
exertion, and we 
are glad to see this 


THE OLD Town GarTE, FAABORG. further edition of 


a delightful book. 


FROM LANDSCAPE TO STUDIO. 


By REGINALD BELFIELD. With illustrations. 12s. 6d. 


net. (Methuen.) 


Seldom, if ever before, have we opened a book which has 
so definitely and beautifully revealed the closeness of the 
work of the photographer to that of the painter. Mr. 
Belfield’s book is for the advanced amateur, necessarily ; 
the mere photographer will learn here the initial work he 
has to do before he will realise how much even a good 


CLIFFS PIERCED 
BY.«THE SEA. 


photograph lacks of true art. 
The illustrations, as far as the 
land and water scapes are con- 
cerned, are, however, proofs of 
the possibility of achievement. 
In reading these pages we learn 
firstly that Mr. Belfield is well 
equipped for the task, he is 
gifted not only with infinite 
patience but with the essential 
instincts of the true artist. 
Having realised the results he 
wished to obtain, he set to 
work to learn every detail 
concerning causes, and his 
chapters on lights, reflections, 
the composition of pictures, 
focus, angles and other essen- 
tials are not only accurate and 
practical, but inspiring. In our 
opinion the reason why the 
figure pictures are less satis- 
factory than the others lies 
mainly in the fact that it is 
rarely possible to suit a modern 
woman to an antique or even 
fanciful draping or costume. 
“The Jester,’’ though a good 
piece of work, is not a success as 
ajester. The “Pre-Raphaelite” 
is perhaps the best from this 
point of view. But modern hair, 
however carefully arranged, 
generally refuses to suggest the 
real classic or abstract subject ; 
the modern features insist on 
revealing modernity. The 
book throughout is a valuable 
guide to every ambitious 
photographer. 
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THE 

GREY SHRINES 
OF 

ENGLAND. 


By ARTHUR GRANT. 
7s. 6d. (Chambers.) 


Anything of literary or 
architectural interest, or 
even of a wider scope 
than that, is grist for 
Mr. Grant’s mill. He has 
gathered together the 
fruit of many delightful 
rambles and tours, and 
the book serves him, as 
well as his readers, for 
holding things in remem- 
brance that are far too 
good to forget, and that 
are fast disappearing from 
the country-side. The 
delightful surroundings 
and associations appeal 
to him no less than the 
cathedrals, abbeys and 
parish churches them- 
selves. The Homeland of 
the Tennysons, the 
Byrons, Shrines in Sussex 
and Kent, by Severn 
and Wye, are among the 
districts included. Mr. 
Grant knows well how 
to sandwich in the touch 
of nature that makes the 
whole world kin. He is 
a true interpreter of the 
interests of the country- 
side and a most com- 
panionable guide. 


From The Grey Shrines of England 


By Arthur Grant 
(Chambers) 


WILD DRUMALBAIN. 


By ALASDAIR ALPIN MACGREGOR. 7s. 6d. 
Mr. MacGregor has the best possible qualifications 


for the 


compiling 
of such 
a book 
as this, 
namely an 
inherent 
love for, 
and na- 
tional 
pride in 
his sub- 
ject, as 
well as 
a wide 
knowledge 
and the 
result will 
bring an 
immense 
amount of 
pleasure 
to all who 
have been 
lured by 
wiz- 
ardry of 


From Wild Drumalbain 
By Alasdair Alpin MacGregor 
(Chambers). 


(Cham bers.) 
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WeELLS CATHEDRAL 
FROM SWAN PooL. 
(Photo by Dawkes & Partridge, Wells.) 


over the 
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A GLIMPSE OF THE McorR OF RANNOCH. 
(Photo by A. D. Young.) 
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and unashamed zest, 
with delightful travel gossip. 
information 
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the north. The ghost of 
Rob Roy flits through 
the pages, and the 
present writer has shared 
to the full the feeling of 
the author when driving 
from Drymen to Aber- 
foyle. There isa glamour 
in the glorious scenery of 
to-day, as well as in the 
associations of yesterday, 
and these are happily 
caught in the text and 
in the numerous and 
very attractive photo- 
graphs (mostly of the 
author’s taking) with 


which the book is 
studded. 
BOUQUET. 


By G. B. STERN. 


(Chapman & Hall.) 


It was a happy 
inspiration that led Miss 
Stern and her three 
companions to plan a 
wine-tour in the south of 
France at the time of 
the vintage, and _ to 
record their  bibulous 
adventures for the 
delight and envy of all 
good Bacchanalians. 
Avignon, Bergerac, 
Amboise, Beaune, Macon 
—bouquet after bouquet 
Miss Stern samples on 
the spot with critical 
between sips 
She enthuses rightly 


the Michelin guide—the 


tour was 
accom- 
plished 
on a new 
Fiat car 
and gives 
intimate 
details of 
cellars, 
vineyards, 
wonderful 
inns and 
wonderful 
meals. 
English 
hotel pro- 
prietors 
will do 
well to 
keep this 
book care- 
fully hid- 
den, if 
they wish 
to retain 
patrons. 
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“Hither and Thither,” bears striking testimony to this ; 
witness for instance the quaint idea in ‘‘ Mushrooms ”’ ; 


. . . Underneath the satin skins, in their rounded presses, 
That’s where the fairies keep accordion-pleated dresses.”’ 


A number of the poems contained in the book have 
appeared in Punch. Miss Todd has the gift of 
being able to give a vivid little picture in a few lines, as 
she does in 


“Hill Talk” 
and ‘‘ The Shoe- 
Shop Girl.” 


It is a joy to 
come across 
such easy run- 
ning verses— 
verses that sing 
themselves 
through one’s 
head. There is 
so much we 
would like’ to 
quote, we at 
last come to the 
conclusion that 
we must 
choose between 
‘*S 
Royal  Half- 
Mian ate’ 
and Priscilla.”’ 
In the end 
we decide to 
quote a bit 


Mr. RoBert W. CHAMBERS, of each. 
whose new novel, “ The Drums of Aulone,” wes recently published by i j 
Messrs. Appleton. This ” about Mr. RosBerT H. Davis, 
Susan : whoee new ae co, Bob Davis Recalls,” 
as just been publishe essrs. Appleton. 
“Susan was tired of Susan; she didn’t know what to do, 
THITHER. 


She wanted to be a princess for half a minute or two, 
She wanted to go princessing, and walk in a dragon’s wood, 


To wander in golden slippers, but didn’t know how she 
could... .” 


By BarBaRA EuPHAN Topp. 2s. 6d. (Harrap.) 


Miss Barbara Euphan Todd is a poet with ideas and a Wie a 
great sense of rhythm. Her charming book of child poems, And this is about Priscilla : 


“ Priscilla hadn’t any dolls, she 
or any toys at. all; 


She hadn't any sisters, she 
was nearly all afone, 

But she had a little fairy of 
her own. 


** T don’t know where she kept it, 
and I don’t know if it stayed 
About her pillow all the night, 
to keep her unafraid, 
But this Priscilla told me, so 
I know it must be true, 
That she had a little fairy 
dressed in blue... . 


“Priscilla hadn’t any gold 
except the yellow gorse, 
She hadn’t any silver but the 
moon, and so, of course, 
Her friends all thought her very 
poor. Priscilla didn’t care, 
For she took her little fairy 
everywhere 


Miss Barbara Todd has a very 
genuinely whimsical sense of 
humour. “Hither and 
Thither”’ is a delightful, re- 
freshing book with a dainty 


M2. HAROLD BELL WRIGHT IN HIS coloured frontispiece by Mar- 


STUDY WITH His FAVOURITE DoG. aret W. Tarrant. 
Mr. Wright's new novel, “ God and the Groceryman " (Appleton), is reviewed in this Number. 8 j 


78 


= 
re 
i 
a 


CoLONeL CHARLES A, LINDBERGH, 


whose “*We’—Pilot and Plane,” is being published 
y Messrs. Putnam this month, 


BENITO MUSSOLINI—THE MAN. 


By VAHDAH JEANNE BorDEUx. Preface by Hits Excet- 
LENCY Prince Lupovico SPADA POTENZIANI, Governor of 
Rome. 18s. (Hutchinson.) 


The style of this biography of the Italian Dictator is 
quite undistinguished and 
often simply bad; the atti- 
tude of the author towards 
her subject is rhapsodical 
and almost extravagant in 
its indiscriminating praise ; 
but for all that the work 
has a certain value as a 
genuine repository of facts 
relating to the origin of 
Facismo and to the life and 
career of its leader. 


MALLORCA THE 
MAGNIFICENT. 


By Nina LARREY DuURYEA. 
12s.6d. (Faber & Gwyer.) 


Ever since people began 
to discover how economical 
and sunny life is in the 
Balearic Isles, there has been 
a succession of books about 
them. Miss Duryea has 
added a particularly charm- 
ing contribution to the 
series. She knows Mallorca 
very well and obviously 
loves it and its people. It 
is still perhaps the most 
unspoilt place in Europe. 


By Vahdah Jeanne Bordeux 
(Hutchinson). 


From Benito Mussolini—The Man 


79 


THE BOOKMAN 
AUTUMN 1927 


The people retain their Southern indolence and generosity ; 
they are peculiarly clean and kind to their animals, pious, 
intimate and contented. All this Miss Duryea brings out in 
a direct but delicate style free from any straining for “‘ local 
colour ’’ that so often mars books of this sort. Her interest 
in architecture is unprofessional but discerning and she is 
fortunate in her illustrations, a good series of photographs 
including some admirable interiors. 


SIMPLE STORIES. 
By ARCHIBALD 
MARSHALL. 
Pictures by 
GEORGE Mor- 
ROW. 7s. 6d. 
(Harrap.) 

Mr. Archi- 
bald Marshall 
has struck a 
new vein of 
humour in 
these ‘‘ Simple 
Stories,’’ and a 
vein that is 
quaint and 
droll and rich 
in its queer 
simplicity. 
You may say 
the stories are 
ridiculous and 
impossible and 
sometimes out- 
rageously im- 
possible, and 
so they are, for 
that is what 
they were meant to be. Probably you have heard children 
telling the most fantastic and unlikely tales gravely and 
with the most serious belief in them; that is the method 
Mr. Marshall has adopted, and children will read or listen 
to his grotesque, fantastic, oddly laughable extravagances 
in good faith and with thrills of joy and excitement; but 
older readers will see the ridiculous humour of them, and 
nct miss the sly, wry little touches of satire that run through 
them, here and there, masquerading as plain and innocent 


Mr. JOSEPH C. LINCOLN, 


whose new novel, “ The Aristocratic Miss Brewster,” 
will be published by Messrs, Appleton this month. 


ON THE TERRACE OF THE VILLA TORLONIA. 
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statements of fact. This 
is a book to rejoice 
readers of all ages, and 
the numerous sketches 
of Mr. George Morrow 
catch the droll spirit of it 
to perfection. 


LEATHER 
CRAFT. 

PAPER CRAFT. 
PEWTER CRAFT. 


By F. J. Grass. 

Is. 6d. each. 
(University of London 
Press.) 


A revival of artistic 
handicrafts is a welcome 
sign of the times, and 
to meet the consequent 
need for instructions and 
suggestions, the artistic 
Practical Handicraft 
series, covering the above 
titles, with other equally 
attractive ones in active 
preparation, comes most 
opportunely. Published 
at such a low price, it 
should meet the need of 
a great many for whom 
a definite hobby has not 
only a strong appeal, but 
arealadvantage. Under 
Mr. Glass’s guidance even 
the beginner may be 
courageous, for these 
fascinating subjects are 
all treated in an engaging 
and lucid manner, and 
the various phases of the 
different crafts explained; 
while valuable sugges- 
tions and designs, as well 
as much practical guid- 
ance, will be found in 
the many illustrations. 


THE 
GONZAGA— 
LORDS OF 
MANTUA. 

By SELWyn BRINTON, 


M.A., R.R.S.A. 15s. 
(Methuen.) 


(GS 


From Simple Stories 
By Archibald Marshall 
(Harrap). 


From Leather Craft 


By F. J. Glass. 


(University of London Press). 


Mantua is equal with Florence and second only to Rome 
and Venice in her importance in the history of Medieval 
Italy, which is the history of European culture. In this 
vividly written and admirably documented work, Mr. 
Selwyn Brinton has traced the story of the town and of 


the great family which 
embodied its life. Elected 
Lords of Mantua by a 
popular vote in 1329, the 
Gonzaga ruled with all 
the intrigue, wisdom and 
energy of the Renaissance 
monarchies until the sack 
of the town by the 
Imperial army three 
hundred years later. 
During that time the 
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ILLUSTRATION BY GEORGE MorRROW 


FOR “THE ANCIENT ROMAN.” 


sixteenth and _ seventeenth 


democratic element had 
been extinguished and 
when the family fell, it 
fell suddenly and dis- 
astrously for lack of 
support like the other 
city states of Italy. The 
country had become 
the battleground of the 
national wars of the 
centuries; the people, 


aristocracy and plebeians alike, were a decadent race. 
Mantua became absorbed in the Austrian empire and 
remained a town of third-rate importance until the 
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SUGGESTION FOR MAGAZINE OR 
Book Cover in EMBOSSED 


AND STAINED CALF. 


Risorgimento. But the 
three hundred years of 
Gonzaga rule is one of 
the most thrilling and 
significant periods in 
history. Mr. Brinton has 
done ample justice to his 
theme. The illustrations 
areexcellent. We repro- 
duce one on page 24. 


OTHER DAYS. 


By H. I. STRAND. 
2s. 6d. (Methuen.) 


The verses in this slim 
little volume are pleasant 
and easy-running, and 
obviously written by a 
lover of animals. The 
sympathetic references to 
goats, cats, horses, birds 
all proclaim this; the 
gentleness and kindness 
in the verses are very 
refreshing. In a poem 
called ‘“‘ The Touch ”’ we 
found a decided quality 
of unexpectedness : 


“* King Midas—so the tale 

is told— 

Possessed a magic touch 
of gold 

Transforming all things— 
none knows how 

Since no one makes such 
magic now ! 

Yet, I know one’ who 
never goes 

By velvet moss or fallen 
rose, 

By garden path or 
lichened wall 

But casts enchantment 
over all. 

For at his touch the 
common clay 

Turns silver, silver all 
the way ! 


Green turf and mouldy flower-bed 
Transform beneath his gliding tread— 
And he who leaves this fairy trail ? 
The humble, slow, unkingly snail.” 


It is a book without affectation which should make an 


appeal to all lovers of sincerity. 


From Simple Stories 
By Archibald Marshall 


(Harrap). 


ILLUSTRATION BY GEORGE MorROW 
FOR “THE BURGLAR.” 
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A MANIFEST 
DESTINY. 


By ARTHUR D. 
HOWDEN SMITH. 
7s. 6d. (Brentanos.) 
This is an_ historical 
novel with its setting in 
America of the 1850’s, 
the period that bred the 
Civil War. Although the 
story, consisting of a 
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and an epilogue, runs OX MF CF) aS 
into over 500 pages of : MA 

closely printed matter, 
in the good old-fashioned 
style, it is never weari- 
some. More than half 
the characters are 
historical, but the 
author’s imagination and 
intense enthusiasm for 
his subject has created 
out of the dry bones of 
history a great work of 
imagination. The tale is 
written round the titanic 
struggle between the 
filibuster William Walker 
and Commodore Vander- 
bilt, for the mastery and 
possession of Nicaragua, 
the transit link and key 
between east and west, 
a struggle with money 
on one side and valiant, 
if mistaken, patriotism : 
on the other, and brains ‘ 
on both sides. Into the 
struggle comes Peter 
Ormerod, the aristocratic 
young partner in a 
prosperous firm of New 
York lawyers, with 
Vanderbilt a client. 
Surprisingly, the roving 
blood of his ancestors 
leads Ormerod to join 
Walker and for many 
years his life is a series 
of tremendous adven- 
tures, in which he finds 
some difficulty in recon- 
ciling the loyalty owed to 
both Walker and 
Vanderbilt. Among 
Walker’s helpers is a 
Spanish grandee and his 
beautiful daughter, with 
whom Ormerod falls 
deeply in love, while at 
home waits Lydia Ruys- 
dyck, the daughter of 
Ormerod’s partner, a 
woman far more fitted 
to be the .hero’s life 


by 


~~ 


partner. In the back- 
ground of the brag works From Catalogue of Early Portuguese Books in the Manuec I, KiNG OF PorTUGAL 
destiny, the “ manifest Library of H.M. King Manuel of Portugal From a book printed at Lisbon in 1513. 
destiny’? of America. (Maggs Bros.). 
or the true story of the Old Woman who lived in a Shoe, or 
TEN-MINUTE TALES. the tale of how Toad-in-the-Hole first came to be made—it 
By STEPHEN SOUTHWOLD. 2s. 3d. (Longmans, Green.) is always a story full of interest and surprises. The numerous 
Twenty-five charming little stories are contained in Mr. illustrations in the book, by Frank Rogers, are a delightful 
Stephen Southwold’s new book, ‘‘ Ten-Minute Tales.” addition. Theartist has a decorative line that is most pleas- 
Children will revel in ing to the eye, while the 


them. They are all told 
in their author’s whim- 
sical, inimitable way that 
makes you wish they were 
half-hour stories instead 
of ten-minute ones. There 
is no lack of variety in 
the book, and whether the 


faces of the people drawn 
are full of character ; there 
is humour in the pictures 
as well, and they are full of 
lifeand movement. ‘‘ Ten- 
Minute Tales” is an un- 
commonly good book, and 
fully maintains the high 


story is about the King — * * level of work that one al- 
_ From Paper Craft AIL-PIECE TO CHAPTER ith Mr. 

whose one idea was the con By pe on ways associates wa 

struction of splendid baths, (University of London Press). Stephen Southwold’s name. 
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SQUEEDGING THROUGH 
THE CRACK. 


From The Littlest One : His Book 
nt Marion St. John Webb 
(Illustrated by A. H. Watson) 


Harrap). 


THE JEDBURGH WAY. 
By W. CarRTER PLATTS. 7s. 6d. (Hurst & Blackett.) 

Entertaining reading is naturally expected when 
“‘ Griffiths, Investigator ’’ steps in. He is a proved friend 
and accomplice, and leads the reader along a breathless 
trail of exploration. His sense of humour and keenness 
of wit, as well as of brain, are things toenvy. The advent 
too of a jiu-jitsu girl in a reversible set of clothes, adds 
considerably to the sparkle and caprice. 


FLEMISH PAINTING BEFORE THE 
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 
By Paut LAMBoTTE. Ios. 6d. (Studio.) 


The great exhibition at Burlington House last winter 
was a revelation to many people of the superb achievements 


aw 


From A Pocketful of Silver 
By Anne Macdonald 
(Collins). 


IN LOGGERHEAD YARD.” 


“You MUST BE ON YOUR GUARD 
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of Flemish art during four centuries, and since a great 
many of the works there exhibited are reproduced in the 
special Autumn Number issued from the Studio office, 
this volume is a welcome souvenir of the greatest artistic 
event of 1927. At the same time it should be noted that 
this survey is even wider in its scope than the Academy 
winter exhibition, additional illustrations being drawn 
from the National Gallery and other historic collections. 
Eight works are reproduced in colour, and there are seventy- 
two excellent plates in monotone, so that the whole forms 
a very representative and carefully chosen album of 
Flemish painting. A brief introduction and critical and 
biographical notes on some forty of the principal Flemish 
painters are contributed by Sir Paul Lambotte, Director- 
General at the Beaux Arts in Brussels, to whose enthusiasm 
and erudition was due no little of the successful organising 
of the Flemish Exhibition. On one of the art supplement 
pages in this Number, Rubens’s ‘“‘ Miraculous Draught of 
Fishes ’’ is reproduced from this book. 


PLAIN JANE. 


By A. P. HERBERT. With 
decorations by A. K. ZINKEI- 
SEN. 6s. (Fisher Unwin.) 


As a writer of light verse, 
Mr. A. P. Herbert is the true 
successor of W. S. Gilbert and 
Henry S. Leigh with a lively 
irresponsible humour that is all 
hisown. In lilting, tricky metres 
and ingenious rhymes he can tell 
a farcical story, as in ‘ The 
Song of the King’s Counsel ’”’ 
or “‘ One of the Best ’’—in fact 
there is something of a story in 
most of his lyrics and a whimsi- 
cal charm in such as “‘ The Five 
O’Clock Fairies,”’ telling of the 
girl clerks who stream through 
the city ‘‘ battling for buses,”’ or 


Ripe ON, RAPID Percy! 
Go FASTER, GO FASTER! 
From Plain Jane 
By Herbert 
(Fisher Unwin). 


‘Caught in the rain, 
Crushed in the train, 
Up at six thirty to do it again, 
Tough as they’re tender, 
They never surrender— 
I take off my hat to the Five o’clock Fairies.” 


You will get no better variety entertainment than Mr. 
Herbert offers in this collection of verses and in the two 
burlesque plays at the end, ‘‘ Plain Jane, or the: Bread 
Winner ” and ‘“ Two Gentlemen of Soho ’’; you can have 
it for half the price of a good seat and need not go out 
through the rain to enjoy it. 


A POCKETFUL 
OF SILVER. 
By ANNE MacDonaLp. 2s. 6d. (Collins.) 


Miss MacDonald has been particularly happy in the 
choice of a title for her book of children’s verses. Who 
could resist peeping into a book called ‘‘ A Pocketful of 
Silver’’ ? And one peep will lead to several more; the 
verses are so dainty and attractive and Miss Dorothy M. 
Wheeler’s drawings and coloured pictures so well done. 
Learning poetry has become one of the delights of school 
life since so much excellent verse for children has been 
published in book form, and teachers will find many 
things to their liking among the forty odd pieces collected 
here. As for the children themselves, they will love to 
read or recite about Bobby’s two uncles—the one who 
liked flying kites and spinning tops, and the other who 
couldn’t bear children to make a noise; and about Lady 
Popinjay and grandmother’s shawl, and blackberries and 
blowing bubbles, and the countless games and fancies 
and desires that make up a child’s life. 
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CONTEMPORARY 
THOUGHT OF 
JAPAN AND CHINA. 


By Kyosou TSUCHIDA. 65s. 
(Williams & Norgate.) 


The editor of the useful Library of 
Contemporary Thought, Dr. Tudor 
Jones, is right in speaking of the 
latest addition to the series as a 
remarkable volume. For though we 
have for many years been accustomed 
to regard Japan as one of the great 
world powers, one destined perhaps 
to play a predominant part in the 
international arrangements of the 
future, we still instinctively look 
upon its inhabitants as essentially 
remote from ourselves, as a race of 
“little yellow men” whose rapid 
advance to prosperity in trade and 
efficiency in arms is all the more 
menacing because they are so alien. 
Dr. Kyosou Tsuchida by demonstrat- 
ing how permeated his countrymen 


From The Littlest One : 


His Book 
By Marion St. John Webb 


In THE WaTCH- 
MAKER’s WINDOW 


(Illustrated by A. H. Watson) 


(Harrap). 


are with Western thought, from Kant and Hegel to James 
and Bergson, and how deeply concerned with the political 


and social ideas 
which interest 
ourselves, has not 
only made a valu- 
able contribution 
to knowledge but 
has done a service 
to the cause of 
international 


amity ; for he has Aes 
proved that East woe... : 
and West can 
speak a common 
philosophical 
language. He = 


naturally gives 
greater space to 
Japan than to. 
China, but his 
chapter on Chinese 
thought is as in- 
structive as the 
rest of his book. 


THE THREE 
ROYAL 
MONKEYS. 


By WALTER 
DE LA MARE. 
3s. 6d. (Faber 
& Gwyer.) 


“This is a new 
edition of Mr. de 
la Mare’s unusual 
and arresting story 
of the three 
monkeys, Thumb, 
Thimble and Nod. 
Until now the story 
has been called 
“The Three 
Mulla Mulgars.” 
The tale is full of 
adventure, and this 
edition has the 


From The Little One’s Log - 
By Eva Erleigh 
(Partridge). 
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sure my brothers 


feel extremely thankful 
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good fortune to be illustrated by 
J. A. Shepherd. His quaint picture- 
monkeys with their sad eyes are 
scattered about the pages of the 
book and help to maintain the 
atmosphere of the story. Mr. de la 
Mare’s countless admirers will give a 
warm welcome to this popular edition 
of one of his earlier works. 


THE LITTLE ONE’S 
LOG—BABY’S RECORD. 


By Eva Er eicu. Illustrated by 
ERNEST W. H. SHEPARD. 7s. 6d. 
(Partridge.) 


Dr. Eric Pritchard in a foreword 
to this charming book in pale blue, 
elegantly and _ characteristically 
illustrated by Mr. Ernest Shepard, 
expresses the opinion that all mothers 
should keep strict records of the 


progress of their children. “I feel 
of the medical profession would 
if they did.” The ‘Little 
One’s Log”’ is de- 

lightfully thought 

out and pre- 

pared; we espec- 


ially like the space 
left for baby’s first 
curl; and Mr. 
Shepard’s picture, 
directly following, 
of the cherub 
asleep under an 
eiderdown quilt 
with a fairy on 
the nursery 
window sill, is his 
most attractive. 
Baby’s first steps, 
baby’s progress, 
baby’s first birth- 
day; there are 
blank pages for 
entries under all 
these headings, 
and many more. 
We approve the 
list of books given 
for the Child’s 
Library. But does 
Lady Erleigh not 
know “Maya 
a Little Bee,’ so 
delicious for eight- 
years-old, or Mrs. 
St. John Webb’s 
“The Littlest 
One,” or “ Ro- 
mances of the 
Wild,” by Morti- 
mer Batten ? Also 
why not add to 
the list for older 
children Dickens’s 
“Nickleby’”’ and 


“ Pickwick.” Ex- 

perience teaches 

IN THE CORNER 

Drawing by Ernest W. H. Shepard. are highly en- 
joyed, 
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GARDEN CRAFT IN THE BIBLE, 
AND OTHER ESSAYS. 


By ELeanour SINCLAIR With illustrations. 
tos. 6d. (Herbert Jenkins.) 


“What can your eye desire to see, your ears to hear, 
your mouth to take, or your nose to smell, that is not to 
be had in an Orchard, with abundance of variety? .. . 
What more delightsome i 
than an infinite variety 
of sweet-smelling 
flowers ? decking with vee + ot 
sundry coloures the 
greene mantle of the 
earth, the universal 
Mother of us all, so by 
them _ bespotted, so 
dyed, that all the world 
cannot sample them, 
and wherein it is more 
fit to admire the Dyer, 
than imitate his work- 
manship Colouring 
not only the Earth but 
decking the ayre, and 
sweetening every 
breath and spirit.’’ So 
just over three hundred 
years ago wrote William 
Lawson whom, for his 
rare mixture of en- 
thusiasm and wnaiveté, 
Miss Rohde well calls 
“the Izaak Walton of 
gardening writers.”’ As 
many readers of Miss 
Rohde’s previous works 
know, she has inherited 
no small measure of 
these qualities herself, 
and although she not 
infrequently disap- 
points us with brevity 
of treatment, she does 
not fail us in respect of 
knowledge and enthus- 
iasm and _ suggestive- 
ness. It seems to us that 
Miss Rohde has been 
somewhat unilluminat- 
ing in her selection of 
a general title for the 
volume, which applies 
only to one out of sixteen essays of very varied 
length and character. It is necessary therefore to tell 
the reader that the book itself is of the nature of a 
mixed garden. It treats among other things of the ancient 
gardens of the East, of medieval, monastic, Elizabethan, 
Queen Anne and Oxford gardens, and finds room for 
pleasant discourses on old Bee Books, Herb Gardens, 
mistletoe and sundials. In some few instances the brevity 
of the articles comes near to the point of being tantalising, 
and we doubt if it was wise to reprint in such a collection 
short papers of the length of a Spectator article. Thus 
seven pages on sundials is of a brevity permissible to none 
since Bacon; and three pages on Garden Music are 
perhaps more proper to poetry than to prose. But the 
volume as a whole cannot fail to delight every true gardener. 
It is strongest no doubt on the historical side, but there 
are plenty of admirable hints which the possessor of the 
smallest town garden might do well to follow. The 
book, as becomes its subject, is beautifully produced, 
and is furnished with more than two dozen illus- 
trations culled from many galleries and volumes of great 
rarity. 


From Garden Craft in the Bible 
By Eleanour Sinclair-Rohde 


(Herbert Jenkins). 
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A LITTLE PILGRIM’S PEEPS 
AT PARNASSUS. 


Illustrated by ARTHUR Watts. 21s. (Holden.) 

There is more real, sound history of literature in this deft, 
clever, rhyming satire than you would expect to find in so 
frivolous a poem. The author hits off the varying literary 
characteristics of 
different periods and 
of a multitude of 
individual poets and 
dramatists, ancient 
and modern, neatly, 
wittily, generally with 
a sufficient, sometimes 
with a singularly 
revealing accuracy. 
There are gaps in the 
history; many well 
known novelists, past 
and present, are 
omitted ; but the large 
number of names, from 
before Chaucer down 
to these times, that the 
satirist crowds into 
his (or her) verse is 
more than enough for 
practical purposes. 
Some of the best and 
most pungently epi- 
grammatic criticism is 
of living poets of all 
sorts, and a final sum- 
ming up compares the 
moderns unfavourably 
with the ancients, and 
comments gently on 
writers of a too easy 
vers libre : 


“Then, too, of old they 
might not spurn 
The rhymer’s craft so 
long to learn, 
But were in singing 
vesture bidden 
To keep their naked 
frailties hidden, 
Yet passably could 
dance and trip 
That cribbed and 
hobbled fellow- 
ship. 
While now, Time having overcome 
Art’s venerable odium, 
When reasonably advertised 
Bards are inordinately prized, 
Now, when all may with headstrong will 
Attempt the Muse in deshabille 
With nothing to belay their flight, 
(And, God of song! they travel light !) 
The storming of the heights being more 
Than they have wit or passion for, 
Our case becomes (did we but know it), 
Too little poetry, too much Poet.” 


GARDEN ENCLOSED. 
From “ The Grimani Breviary,” Library 
ot S. Mark's, Venice. 


The humour, good-humour and whimsical sarcasm of ‘‘ A 
Little Pilgrim’s Peeps at Parnassus ”’ are joyous things that 
make very amusing reading, and the drawings of Mr. Arthur 
Watts add subtly to the argument and point of the text. 
His illustration for the lines belauding Science : 


‘Thou sublimatest from the Void 
Insidious Jung, suggestive Freud, 
Co-toilers in the virgin vineyards 
Of man’s unexpurgated inwards,” 


is both in draughtsmanship and the suggestion it conveys, 
a little masterpiece, and not the only one in the book, 
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NOPLE 
(AZIYADE). 


By PrerrE Lott. 
Translated by 
MARJORIE LAURIE. 
tos. 6d. (Werner 
Laurie.) 


Monsieur Viaud, 
lieutenant or captain 
in the French Navy, 
illustrated very 
notoriously by his 
own example the old 
familiar saying that a 
sailor has got a sweet- 
heart in every port. 
In the most unblush- 
ing fashion too he 
made copy and 
money out of his 
multifarious love 
affairs East and 
West. But, we must 
protest, this in no 
way justifies his new 
English renderer, Miss 
(or Mrs.) Laurie in 
altering the titles of 
his novels so that they 
might easily be taken 
over here for guide- 
books. To convert 
Roman d’un 
Spahi’’ into The 
Sahara,’”’ ‘‘ Madame 
Chrysanthéme’”’ into 
papan,”” 
Pélerin d’Angkor”’ 


From The Shaping of English 


hero a young man 
suspected of murder. 
The solution of the 
murder mystery is 
decidedly ingenious. 
“The Good-Natured 
-Lady” is skilful 
blend of love, 
mystery, humour, and 
of course good nature. 


MORE STORIES 
TO TELL. 


By Linpsay. 

3s. 6d. (Harrap.) 
Another successful 
addition to Messrs. 
Harrap’s Books for 
Story-Tellers is Miss 
Maud Lindsay’s 
‘“*‘More Stories to 
Tell.”’” These stories 
are for very young 
children, and are all 
about simple little 
everyday incidents 
concerning children, 
the author adopting 
the simplest of 
language and style for 
telling the story. 
Children will love the 
tales about the Toy- 
shop, and will follow 
the adventures of the 
various toys when 
they are bought and 

A Company oF Prayers. to their homes 


into “Siam,” ‘La Literature with great interest. 
Mort de Philae ’’ into By Amy Cruse There is also a section 
‘*Egypt,’’ “Mon (Harrap). Reviewed by Mr. George Sampson in this Number. called “A Story 


Frére Yves” into 

“ Brittany ’’ and “‘ Aziyadé ”’ into ‘‘ Constantinope,’’ must 
be declared, with all respect paid to a very able 
translator, an enormous piece of cheek. This much 
said, it may be thankfully admitted that the latest 
volume in this uniform edition of Pierre Loti’s works is 
quite up to the high level of its predecessors. 


THE GOOD-NATURED 
LADY. 


By J.-E. Buckrose. 7s. 6d. 
(Hodder & Stoughton.) 

Mrs. Buckrose’s good - natured 
lady is a darling. Catherine Meri- 
vale seldom got credit for her good 
nature. People regarded it as ‘a 
fault, a weakness, she could not 
help it.’ Even before she was six 
years old, everybody could see that 
Catherine was the sort of person who 
couldn’t say no, and they took 
advantage of her accordingly. So 
it is not at all surprising that 
Catherine, when she goes to a York- 
shire village to copy an intricate 
piece of tapestry, should find her- 
self responsible for the care of 
young James, an unruly, rather 
spoilt nephew. James, however, 
proves a likeable and thoroughly 
natural boy, and plays an active of Baron Trenck 
part in a romantic story that has for (Philip Allan). 


From Strange Adventures 


85 


Garden, and a 
section called ‘‘ The Story-Teller.’’ Each group of stories 
is guaranteed to be a boon and a blessing to those who 
are on the look-out for something to entertain very young 
children. 


THE HOUSE OF DARKNESS. 


By KENNETH LaING. 3s. 6d. 
(Diamond Press.) 


In ‘‘ The House of Darkness ”’ 
Mr. Laing has written a_ real 
‘thriller ’’’; the adventures of the 
young naval officer, Carstairs, on a 
lonely part of the East Coast, are 
truly amazing. He accidentally 
falls foul of a gang of desperadoes 
who have their head-quarters in a 
deserted. house on the cliff edge. 
In this house most desperate 
encounters take place under circum- 
stances which, if rather far-fetched, 
make exciting reading. A girl with 
a club foot is the heroine, and her 
love story is cleverly interwoven 
with the main plot. Event follows 
event with great rapidity, until the 
final round-up of the gang brings 
about the explanation of the 
mystery. ‘‘ The House of Dark- 
Bancn ” is a readable book that 
Trenck at Mac- Will be welcomed by lovers of 
DEBURG. mystery yarns. 
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From My Journey to Lhasa 
By Mrs. Alexandra David-Neel 
(Heinemann), 


THE MAORI, 
PAST AND 
PRESENT. 


By T. E. Donne, C.M.G. 21s. (Seeley, 
Service.) 


The story of the big Maori migration to 
Aotearoa (New Zealand), which tradition fixes 
about the year A.D. 1350, is the commencement 
of real and intriguing romance. Mr. Donne has 
followed this up, with the help of a map and 
many illustrations, giving a remarkably en- 
lightening study of this intelligent and vastly 
interesting people. It is a far cry from that 
unique transfer, which took them from a 
tropical to a sub-tropical climate, to the Maoris 
who entertained the Duke and Duchess of York 
on their recent visit; but through this résumé 
of their characteristics, customs, arts and 
beliefs, each dealt with in an exceptionally 
broad-minded and engaging manner, several 


traits stand out clearly to their credit—a high’ perception 
of justice, a spirit of courageous resolution and a keen 


sense of humour. 


TIBETAN ACTORS AND ACTRESSES. 


From My Journey to Lhasa 


TIBETAN THEATRICAL COMPANY 
(Heinemann), TOURING IN NEPAL. 


ENGLISH GOTHIC CHURCHES. 


By CHarLtes W. BuppENn. With illustrations. 
7s. 6d. (Batsford.) 

Mr. Budden has certainly done what he set out 
to do—he has made church architecture interest- 
ing to the uninitiated. He wished to write a 
book which should help the tourist and the 
visitor, whether he comes upon a small village 
church or makes pilgrimage to a famous cathedral. 
With knowledge of and affection for his subject, 
he realises that many a rambler over England 
possesses neither, but would be interested if he 
knew more about it. And with an introductory 
chapter which tells the story of the beginnings 
and romance of churches, he quickens interest 
and imparts knowledge; and soon the reader finds 
himself absorbing details, from basement to 
weather-vane, and seeing with new eyes the 
church buildings which at one time seemed to him 
almost all alike. Necessities of building, develop- 
ments, results, beauties; varieties of style, 
materials, intentions, general features and par- 
ticular buildings become of increasing interest as 


From The Real “‘ Lady of the Camellias ’’ Le Bat MaBiLte. 
By Charles A. Dolph 
(Werner Laurie), 


chapter after chapter is turned. The illustrations are clear 
and good, and the writing is inspiring by reason of its 
worth and the author’s enthusiasm. 


THE SILVER CORD. 
By G. A. CHAMBERLAIN, 7s. 6d. (Putnams.) 

Mr. Chamberlain has written a clever mystery 
story which is also a brilliant character study, 
a combination that is rare in novels of this kind, 
but which is the more refreshing for its rarity. 
Harry Jones, a bank clerk, leaves his native 
town suddenly in circumstances that cause him 
to be suspected of robbery and murder. The 
actual cause of his flight is an affliction that 
made his nose a hideous size, and the effect of 
this on his character is cleverly depicted. He 
stows away aboard a steamer, arrives in Haiti, 
and escapes to the hills, where he falls ill with 
scarlet fever. He is found by Papa Loi, a 
powerful voodoo chief who is an American 
doctor in exile, by whom he is cured. When the 
fever leaves him he is physically and mentally 
a new man without any trace of his former dis- 
figurement. Inspired by Papa Loi’s philosophy, 
he returns to his home town under an assumed 
name, and is employed by a detective agency to 
find Harry Jones, his former self. Altogether 
a good story ably told. 
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MAC- 
KENZIE 
AND 
HIS 
VOYA- 
GEURS. 


By ARTHUR 
P. WooLLa- 
corTT. 6s. 


(Dent.) 


“Itis diffi- 
cult,’’ as Mr. 
Woollacott 
says, “to 
resist the call 
of the next 
reach, the 
next bend 

and 
From Mackenzie and ToTtem-Pote ArT oF what may lie 
His Voyageurs THE COAST INDIANSOF be yon d 
By Arthur P. Woollacott BritisH CoLumBIA. each.” Of 
those adven- 
turous souls 
who have felt most strongly the human reluctance to turn 
back, Alexander Mackenzie, whose name flows on in one 
of the world’s largest rivers, was one of the most persistent. 
If little romance attaches to his voyages in 1789 and 1793 
down the Mackenzie river and along the Peace river to 
the Pacific, it must be remembered that he found no 
forgotten cities or buried civilisations, but only the 
niggardly debris of Eskimo encampments or wandering 
tribes of anxious Indians. Nevertheless his was a story 
of hardship and endurance, and Mr. Woollacott, though he 
can write of Mackenzie’s ability to ‘‘ visualise the silver 
lining,’ tells his story well, and falters only when he 
leaves it to philosophise. A useful bibliography and a 
number of photographs add to the attractiveness of 
his work. 


THE LIFE 
OF SIR 
ALBERT 
HASTINGS 
MARK- 
HAM. 


By M. E. and 
F. A. MARK 
HAM. With 
illustrations. 
15s. 
(Cambridge 
University 
Press.) 


It is nine 
years since the 
death of Sir 
Albert Mark- 
ham, who for 
close on fifty 
years had up- 
held the finest 
traditions of 
the Navy. 
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cousin of the 
distinguished 
explorer, Sir 
Clements 
Markham, 
the subject 
of this 
biography 
had the in- 
spiration of 
family as 
well as of 
service tradi- 
tion, and how 
admirably he 
sustained it 
all is well 
described in 
this modest 
but deeply 
interesting 
volume. 
The _ period 
covered by 
the Ad- From Mackenzie and 
vice, from (Dent). 

1858 to 1904, 

was the most 

eventful in the history of naval development. In the early 
days we find him serving on the Victoria, the last of the old 
three-deckers, while later he came to be accepted as an 
authority on the newest naval tactics and on torpedo 
gunnery. Admiral Markham, asa junior officer, sprang into 
fame for his brilliant share in the Polar Expedition of 1875-6, 
when he achieved the distinction of attaining to the farthest 
point yet reached in Polar exploration. Among the 
special services which at times brought him the oppor- 
tunity of adventure and distinction were his expedition 
against the pirates of the China Sea, his journey to Baffin’s 
Bay in a whaler, and his thrilling experiences on the Pacific 
station. In the last of these services especially Markham 
displayed his singular qualities of moderation and good 
sense in the handling of a difficult situation. These 


“ RASCALS’ VILLAGE,” 
Betta COOLa, 
British COLUMBIA 


Nephew of an  Fyom Life of Sir Albert Hastings Markham 
admiral and (Cambridge University Press). 


SLEDGE PARTY CAMPING FOR Tra S/GHT. 
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legend, will give enormous delight ; there are very few who 
‘ will not find some entertainment in them. They have of 
course all the defects that characterise this kind of book. 
They are formless and garrulous ; the author has no shame 
in recounting his own successes and his own jokes ; many 
of the names that occur are now totally forgotten; one 
chapter inevitably begins, ‘‘ The first time I met King 
Edward—he was, of course, then Prince of Wales,’’ and as 
a rule the more exalted the persons mentioned the less 
amusing the anecdote. It is not for stories of passing 
introductions to royalty and cabinet ministers that one 
turns to musical comedians, but there is a real interest in 
the picture Mr. Roberts gives of the world he really knew— 
the wealthy, Bohemian world that has now been absorbed 
into the upper class, who drank manes of champagne and 
smoked cigars and gave enormous supper parties to chorus 
girls who did not try to behave like debutantes. There 
are a number of delightful photographs, and as frontispiece 
a drawing by Mr. Augustus John. 


BENEATH THE MOON. 
By ALIson Vivian. 7s. 6d. (Alston Rivers.) 

A story of the wide spaces of Rhodesia, told with charm 
and distinction. April Vernon is travelling across the veld 
with her father, when he suddenly falls ill with blackwater 
fever. She is forced to seek help, and in so doing finds 
Dick Heritage, who has been on a hunting trip up the 
Zambesi. April’s father dies, and Heritage is left the 
guardian of the girl whom he takes to her cousin, Mrs. 
Yardley, in Salisbury. Heritage and April take reluctant 
leave of each other. On his return eight months later he 
is aghast at the change that has come over her, and the 
estrangement between the lovers, with the subsequent 
reconciliation, makes absorbingly interesting reading. 


Mr. Francis D. GRIERSON, 
whose new novel, “The Smiling Death” (Geoffrey Bles), 
was recently reviewed in THE Bookman. 
From a caricature by Bert Thomas. 


qualities were sorely needed in the crowning trial of 
Markham’s life—the Victoria disaster. This episode 
is handled by the biographers with a discretion 


lively sense of Markham’s perfect chivalry. 


POEMS, 1927. 
By S. MATTHEWMAN. Decorated by ALBERT WAIN- 
WRIGHT. 7s. 6d. (Leeds: Swan Press.) 

There is some uncommonly good work in this book 
of collected poems by S. Matthewman, who says in 
his preface to the book that it contains “all my 
serious writings in verse which I care to remember, 
both from previous books and poems previously 
uncollected.’”’ Mr. Matthewman writes unaffectedly 
and sincerely and with realistic and vivid touches. 
The poems are divided and grouped under such head- 
ings as “‘ Chequer Board,” ‘‘ Epigrams,’’ ‘‘ The Lute 
of Darkness,” ‘“‘ The City of Shadows”! preta 
tions,’ and the book finishes with a short giou plav 
entitled “‘ The Harlequin.’’ phases of 
does Mr. Matthewman touch «pon, but, like most 
other serious poets, he leave: out the humorous sid® 
of life. Why is it so rare t) “nd a real poet with 
humour? The quaint Cecorations in the book_are 
by Albert Wainwright 


FIFTY YEARS OF SPOOF 


By Axtsur Roserts. 12s. 6d. (Bodley Head.) 


There must be a large public to whom these — Fyo Fifty Years of Spoof ARTHUR RoBEnTs AS 
reminiscences of a great comedian, already almost a (John Lane). “GENTLEMAN JOE.” 
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GLOVES AND THE MAN. 


By EvGEne Corri. 18s. (Hutchinson.) 


For forty-five years Mr. Corri has impressed his per- 
sonality upon boxers, both amateur and _ professional. 
He has known his own mind; he has meant to be and 
has been obeyed. In short, he has been a first-rate referee. 
In that capacity he has 
seen nearly all the battles 7 
best worth remembering, 
and with a vital sense of 
the ridiculous he has kept 
his eyes open all the time. 
With the aid of a pretty 
good memory he has jotted 
down these reminiscences 
of boxers and their contests 
in a haphazard manner 
which nevertheless does 
not detract from _ the 
interest of an extremely 
entertaining and eminently 
readable book. His 
memories cover the whole 
ground of modern boxing, 
that is to say, from the 
days of Frank Slavin (who 
may be called a transition 
boxer, having taken part 
in knuckle fights) to Gene 
Tunney in the present day. 
Mr. Corri’s breezy and 
kindly manner in real life 
is well reproduced in this 
book, which however 
would gain considerably 
by a better chronological 
arrangement and by the 
inclusion of an_ index. 
From these pages we learn 
much that has gone on 
behind the scenes in the 
arrangement of big fights, 
and much that is inter- 
esting about the boxers 
outside the scenes of their 
struggles: that Freddy 
Welsh was a vegetarian, 
that one boxer reads 
Ruskin, that another is 
frightened of his mother, and so forth. Altogether it 
is an amusing contribution to the history of British and 
American sport. 


From Enemies of Society 
By Charles Kingston 
(Stanley Paul) 
Reviewed elsewhere in this Number. 


THE BOOK OF PORCELAIN. 
By ADALBERT ZOELLNER. 6s, (Methuen.) 


Ably translated from the German by Miss Muriel 
Mackenzie Morrow, this is a very distinctive book, which 
should appeal to the connoisseur of good craftsmanship 
alike in china and in literature. Here are some two dozen 
essays, with occasional poems intersprinkled, in praise of 
porcelain, by a writer who obviously knows all there is to 
be known on the subject, and who is sensitive to the 
“soul’’ that invests the “‘ whiteness and pureness’’ of 
“delicate porcelain.’”’ The book, which is dedicated to 
“the fragile soul of my wife,” will appeal very specially 
to feminine readers; and some of Herr Zoellner’s most 
characteristic passages are those in which he compares 
porcelain with woman. “ Porcelain,’ he says in one 
place, ‘‘ is feminine in nature; like the soul of a woman, 
it breaks in clumsy hands,” and with the same idea he 
concludes a whole essay devoted to the elaboration of this 
theme : 


(From a caricature portrait by “ Spy,” 1904.) 


89 


THE BOOKMAN 
AUTUMN 1927 


“All the delicate threads that, far more closely than we 
realise, knit together related substances, scientists group under 
the designation of ‘ affinity.’ Woman and porcelain are united 
by just some such strong and inexplicable bond. The man 
who knows the soul of both alone can tell whether this bond is 
the work of Lucifer or the will of God. But though he live to 
the age of Methuselah, never will mortal man be able to measure 
the deeps of the soul in woman or in porcelain: before he 
reaches the lowest depth either will lie broken in his hands.” 
Now and then, as in the 
pretty opening fable or in 
the story of ‘‘ Harlequin 
and Columbine,’’ the 
author endows porcelain 
figures with personality. 
But not all his essays are 
imaginative or fantastic, 
There is much excellent 
description in his pages, 
and readers who want to 
know all about the origin 
and manufacture of por- 
celain, and about its 
various styles and fashions, 
will find what they seek 
in this very original and 
delightful book. 


THE GARDENER’S 
COLOUR BOOK. 


By JouHN FOTHERGILL. 
5s. (Knopf.) 


There might seem to be 
some justification in calling 
this one of ‘‘ the books that 
are no books,’ for it con- 
tains no letterpress in the 
usual sense, but only a 
series of ingeniously con- 
trived tables. Mr. 
Fothergill’s purpose is to 
give for every month of 
the year a list of all the 
more usual flowering plants 
and bulbs, classified accord- 
~~ ing to their size and colour. 
Rurus Isaacs. K.C. ‘The enthusiastic amateur 
(Now Marquis of Reading) desirous of having an 
effective border can see 
at a glance the most 
effective groupings of blue, crimson, yellow, magenta, 
mauve, orange, pink, purple, salmon, scarlet, violet. Mr. 
Fothergill writes with the authority of a brilliantly success- 
ful amateur, and he has been at great pains to make his 
lists serviceable to those who would follow him. 


THE REMOTE THRONE. 
By Duncan KEITH SHAW. 7s. 6d. (Selwyn & Blount.) 


This story follows the development of a woman's soul. 
When we first see Elizabeth Fairfax she is a devout sister 
in a convent. But when John Strickland, a bachelor, 
brings his niece as a pupil to the convent, Elizabeth falls 
in love with him. In loyalty to her religion however she 
rejects his advances, and later he makes an unhappy 
marriage with a fashionable and superficial woman. 
Elizabeth meanwhile has left the convent, and before she 
and Strickland are at last united ‘‘ with no other sanction 
than their love’”’ she passes through many mundane and 
spiritual adventures. There is much excellent description 
in the book, and an emotional (if too sentimental) tension 
is well sustained. For the rest, it will depend upon the 
reader’s temperament whether he is attracted or repelled 
by the vague, though patently sincere, ‘‘ higher thought ” 
mysticism which pervades the story. 
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THE BEAUTIFUL 
DUCHESS. 


By Horace BLEACKLEY. 
8s. 6d. (John Lane.) 


A welcome new edition of 
Mr. Bleackley’s book which 
was first published twenty 
years ago. He is an enter- 
taining historian, and in this 
account of the Life and Times 
of Elizabeth Gunning, Duchess 
of Hamilton and Argyll, 
blends with the main thread 
all the vivacious and intrigu- 
ing happenings of those days, 
including the much-discussed 
Douglas Cause. 


DOCTOR 
DOLITTLE’S 
CARAVAN. 


By HuGu Lortine. 
7s. Od. net. 
(Jonathan Cape.) 


Here is Doctor Dolittle 
again, with all his old friends, 
and a number of new ones. 
The story of the Doctor’s 
Caravan and of how he 
stages a Birds’ Opera ina 
London theatre with a yellow 
canary as the leading lady, 
is told with the same whim- 
sical, sympathetic touch 


that distinguished all the former Dolittle books. Mr. 
Lofting is to be highly commended for the skilful way 
in which he turns the limelight on the ‘‘ animal shops ”’ 
where animals are offered for sale; Doctor Dolittle’s 
abhorrence of the usual animal shop because of its stuffiness 
and dirtiness which causes all kinds of unnecessary suffer- 
ing, and his indignation at the man who buys wild birds 
and puts them in cages will find a warm response in the 
hearts of all animal-lovers. They will follow with delight 


the good Doctor’s adven- 
ture in theshop where the 
blackbirds are  encaged. 
How the Doctor disguises 
himself and steals into the 
shop at night and opens 
all the cages so that the 
blackbirds fly out 
makes a stirring episode. 
It is a delightful book, and 
the illustrations, by the 
author, are in keeping with 
the quaint and _ original 
atmosphere of tne story. 


THE JOYOUS 
CONSPIRATOR. 


By GEORGE GIBBs. 
78. Gd. 
(Hodder & Stoughton.) 
Joyce Bayley, a young 
American heiress, is 
rescued from an awkward 
situation in a shady night 


EviIzZABETH, COUNTESS 
or DERBY. 


(From a mezzotint by W. Dickenson, 
after Reynolds.) 


From The Beautiful Duchess 
By Horace Bleackley 


(John Lane) 


will bring her to fame, thi 
the lover who fails to please 


musician who, since the war 


KATHARINE SUSANNAH PRICHARD WITH 
HER HUSBAND AND THEIR SMALL SON. 
Mrs. Prichard, the distinguished Australian novelist, won, with “The Pioneers,” Messrs. 
Hodder & Stoughton’s Prize for the best Australian novel, in 1914, and has published 
two other novels, “ The Black Opal” (Heinemann) and “ Working Bullocks” (Cape). 


go 


club in Paris by John 
Amsbury, an Englishman. 
She later comes to England, 
becomes involved ina miners’ 
strike, and finds to her sur- 
prise that Amsbury is in 
reality Lord Pembury, a mine 
owner. She makes a thrilling 
dash across a mined road in 
order to rescue a body of 
special police, is blown up, 
and is later kidnapped, but is 
saved by some of the agitators 
whose confidence she has 
betrayed. Mr. Gibbs describes 
the tension that is caused in 
the peaceful township by the 
miners’ dispute in a very 
convincing manner, his char- 
acters are finely drawn, and 
throughout the book the 
interest never flags for a 
moment; he has handled a 
rather unusual theme very 
skilfully. 


THE MOTH 
AND 
THE STAR. 


By V. CoRNELIs. 7s. 6d. 
(Hodder & Stoughton.) 


We first see Rosemary 
Forest, poor, lovely, discon- 
tented, seated on Beacon 
Hill, Victoria City, overlooking 
a scene of wonderful spring 
beauty, thinking of the 
dancing lessons she hopes 
nking of the future, and of 
her. His cheap engagement 


ring is on her finger, but——- George Gonzales is a 
, plays in an hotel orchestra. 


He too is poor, his clothes are ill-fitting, his hair is not to 
her taste, his prospects are not cheering. A wealthy, 
middle-aged man passes by and sees Rosemary’s beauty. 
From that beginning we m 
her chance given to her. She 


ove quickly. Rosemary has 
shall become a famous dancer 
if money can make her 
one. Clothes, jewels, 
luxury are all given to 
her, in a perfectly discreet 
manner and under the 
eye of her mother. But 
Rosemary’s dancing has 
no touch of genius, 
nothing would make her 
great. She is prudent, 
selfish, cruel in a_ petty 
way, but to some extent 
wise. Meanwhile George, 
who genius, has 
also a chance given 
to him, and his success 
is complete. How the 
“vamp” loses the good 
man and the good man 
wins the good woman 
is not a new theme, but 
here it is told with 
freshness, and an_ inter- 
esting revealing of life 
in wealthy circles in 
Canada. 


— 
| 
| 
} 
| 
: 
XUM 


THE BOOKMAN 
AUTUMN 1927 


Spot 


STORIES TO TELL, 
AND HOW TO TELL THEM. 


By EvizaBETH CLARK. Illustrated by G. M. REEs, 3s. 6d. 
(London University Press.) 


The moment of panic which some diffident persons feel 
when suddenly called upon to tell a story to a child need 
never be suffered again by anyone who possesses’! and 
ponders on Miss Clark’s helpful volume. Her introduction 
and her comments give just as many simple hints as are 
necessary to a story-teller, and the bulk of the book gives 
the stories to be told—thirteen delights they are—in simple 
language to be understood by the six- to ten-year-olds. 
And not one of the stories is too well known already. The 

| suggestion made in the “‘comments’”’ on “ Robin Red- 
breast’s Thanksgiving "’ (adapted from one of Mrs. Gatty’s 
‘‘ Parables From Nature’’), indicates the sympathy and 
understanding of Miss Clark as a story-teller: ‘‘ I have 
always found it helpful to ‘see’ the robin and a tortoise 

| in a real garden that I know well. Most of us can do the 
same; and we can share all the more in the telling and 
feeling if we know the exact corner where the old tortoise 
lies, where and how the ivy grows in which the robin 
sleeps, and the very window where the crumbs were spread 
on that snowy Christmas morning.’’ That is sound teach- 
ing. Others will see what we are seeing, and realise the 
living robin and tortoise, and therein lies much of the gift 
of story-telling. This is a good book for every house. 


JOAN OF ARC AND ENGLAND. 
By Joun Lamonp. tos. 6d. (Rider.) 


It is fitting that the life of Joan of Arc should be written 
by a Scot, for the memory of alliance with France still 
persists in the northern land after many centuries. The  fyom Palestine Awake A PATRIARCH OF PALESTINE. : 
book is dedicated to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, who translated By Sophie Irene Loeb » 
Leon Dennis's Life of Joan of Arc, and who perhaps better (Sempeos Lows). 
than anyone else understands the occult forces that inspired : 
the peasant maid to save her beloved country. The confidently predicted to increase with the years. Through- 7. 
interest in Joan, whose Feast was made a Féte Nationale in out the long and detailed story of Joan’s short career—in 
1919, who was canonised a Saint in 1920, and who through eleven weeks she completed a military record without ” 
Mr. Bernard Shaw now has her place on the stage, may be parallel—one fact stands out clearly—the author’s implicit a 
belief in Joan’s divine calling ; aa 
his faith in the Maid is ee 
as great as was hers in her 
Voices.”’ ‘‘ The life of Joan of 
Are cannot be understood, far 
less explained,”’ he says, ‘‘apart 
from her gifts of clairaudience : 
and clairvoyance. . . which can 
alone explain how this girl of 7 
seventeen and a half years was 
able to overcome the scepticism : 
of Sir Robert de Baudricourt and 
to convince Charles that she was ; 
no half-witted peasant but the ca 
heaven-sent messenger who was 
to raise the siege of Orleans and 
deliver France."’ He also states 
that no other Church than the 
Roman Catholic could have pro- : 
duced such a genius as Joan. . 
Special gifts—-sympathy, en- 
thusiasm, piety and faith—are y 
needed by a_ biographer to nS 
do justice to such an outstand- : 
:ng figure as that of the warrior- 7 
saint. These the author has 
brought to his task, and this 
tribute of a wonderful life may 
go some way to expiate one of 


From Joan of Arc and England DomrRemy La PUCELLE. 
; By John Lamond The room in which Joa.-of-Arc wa: born, the most terrible sins committed 
(Rider). by our nation. 
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MODERN 
LAWN 
TENNIS. 


By SENORITA DE 
ALVAREZ. 3s. 6d. 
(Bodley Head.) 


Here is an instruc- 
tive book written in 


that easy and natural 
style that is typical of eh 


Sefiorita de Alvarez’ 
game on the courts. 4 , 
Unlike so many people 
who excel in sport and 
write to instruct the 
beginner, she does not 


stress the drudgery of From The Real “ Lady of The Camellias ’’ Le CHATEAU DES FLEURS. 


By Charles A, Dolph 
practice ; while admit- (Werner Laurie). 
ting that practice is 

very necessary, the authoress does not advocate the play- 
ing of special shots time after time until perfection in one 
particular branch is reached. In the Seforita’s opinion it 
is much better to obtain one’s practice in an actual game, 
studying each shot carefully and noting how it is played 
by others. Eight chapters are devoted to the description 
of different strokes, the correct methods of playing them, 
and the faults that are most commonly made. Other 
chapters discuss the choice of kit, various essential rules to 
remember and tennis tactics ; all written in a conversational 
style that is very readable. 


THE INSURRECTION : 
AN HISTORICAL PLAY. 


By Witt1AM H. Terry. 6s. (Cayme Press.) 


This, Mr. Terry tells us, is the first of a series of four 
dramatic plays in which he hopes to cover what seems to 
him the most fascinating period of English history— 
namely the last fifty years or so of the Stuart dynasty. 
The present instalment deals with the years from 1634 to 
1641, and shows the beginnings of that upheaval which 
in due time was to shake the country to its foundations 
and to destroy the King. Mr. Terry recognises all the 
generally ac- 
cepted causes 
of the insur- 
rection, but he 
thinks that 
those men who 
first moved 
to restrain 
the King’s 
illegal meas- 
ures and to 
restore Parlia- 
mentary Gov- 
ernment never 
intended, or 
would have 
countenanced 
had they lived, 
“all that sub- 
sequently 
transpired 
when Parlia- 
ment in its 
turn was ruth- 
lessly sent 
about its busi- 
ness by its From Modern Lawn Tennis 


By Setiorita de Alvarez 
own servants (John Lane). 


—the soldiers.’”’ It is 
from this angle that 
Mr. Terry has written 
his very interesting 
play which, if it 
is not thrilling in 
the dramatic sense, 
is strong in charac- 
terisation and dialogue. 
A novel and welcome 
feature is the intro- 
duction of some 
lesser known men 
and women who, 
though overlooked 
by the _ professional 
historians, had pro- 
bably a greater 
influence upon _ the 
events of the day than 
has commonly been 
suspected. 


MY TRAVEL BOOK BY LAND, 
SEA AND AIR. 
By G. G. Jackson. 3s. (Warne.) 

““ Some of the old drivers will tell you that their engine 
is really alive,’’ writes Mr. Jackson in this uncommonly 
excellent picture book. That seems strange, but what they 
mean is that it has moods. There are some days when the 
engine will work better than others, some days when it 
seems to sulk and there have been times when the loco- 
motive has actually run away. Mr. Jackson, who is 
obviously brimful of knowledge, divides his matter into 
short slices; there are pages on Big Warships, New 
Engines, Railways Abroad, How the Motor Came, Steam- 
less Ships and so on. All mixed up with splendid, bold 
pictures. Gaily dressed in red and yellow, this is the very 
book for all keen little prep. school lads, and we wish it a very 
great success ; for it is both intelligently and simply written. 


MALTA. 

The Colour and Life of Malta from original paintings by 
CuEv. Epw. CARUANA DINGLI. 16s. (Malta: Critiens.) 

Only those who have seen Malta know how difficult it is 
to convey to others any idea of her wonderful colour and 
charm. This has now been most successfully done by a 
distinguished 
artist, one who 
in pride of his 
native land 
has limned 
this series of 
paintings, 
showing her 
in all her pro- 
fusion of in- 
terests. Her 
vivid colour- 
ings, types, 
landscape and 
seascape, 
Neolithic tem- 
ples, with 
many more 
illustrating 
the life of the 
people, makea 
vivid and 
arresting 
gallery which 
will form a 
very tempting 
bait to visitors, 


A STRIKING ILLUSTRATION OF HOW A LOW 
FOREHAND DRIVE SHOULD BE TAKEN. NOTE 
HOW THE BODY IS LOWERED AND LEANED, 
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THE 
WONDER 
BOOK 

OF 

AIR- 
CRAFT. 

7s. (Ward, 

Lock.) 

We wish it 
might be the 
fate of this 
review to pass 
into the hands 


of the clever 
person who 


first conceived 
the idea of 
the ‘‘ Wonder 


Books.’ We 
should really 
like him to 


know how From The Wonder Book of Aircraft 


deeply they (Ward, Lock). 

are  appre- 

ciated by 

certain small 

boys of our 

acquaintance. Near a little bed we know, in a book- 
case, presented when the occupant of the room was 
twelve, there is a line of these books ; and they are in an 
exceedingly worn condition. Each has been read over and 
over! Again, it was the present writer's happy fate to 
be allowed to sell in a great shop last year some of the 
children’s annuals. The stack of Wonder Books was 
visited constantly, till it grew very low. The Wonder 
Books, in short, are exceptional products. They contain 
a mass of information by well-known men, brilliantly put ; 
they are printed on good paper, and enhanced by a great 
many thrilling pictures. <A fast single-seated British fight- 
ing plane ‘‘Gamecock’”’ diving through the beam of a 
searchlight during air defence practice is a most striking 
illustration done in colour in the Wonder Book before us, 
which will no doubt be most popular of all. ‘‘ Coming 
Wonders of the Air ’”’ is, by the way, a chapter for grown- 
ups as well as youngsters to ponder. 


CYNTHIA ABROAD. 


By Nora K. STRANGE. 7s. 6d. (Stanley Paul.) 


Cynthia Kendall, the daughter of an impoverished widow 
of middle-class origin, has the chance of accompanying 


From Menageries, Circuses and Theatres 
E. H. Bostock 


y 
(Chapman & Hall). 


THE BOOKMAN 
AUTUMN 1927 


a fashionable 
and some- 
what fast 
young mar- 
ried woman 
to Italy for 
four months. 
As secretary 
and _ general 
factotum to 
her, Cynthia 
meets with a 
variety of 
people and 
adventures, 
and event- 
ually, after 
many fears 
and misunder- 
standings, 
wins a charm- 
ing lover for 
herself. The 
story contains 
Bruiseo Unseaten. SO™MC good 


(Photo: Illustrations Bureau.) descriptions 


The British Airship R 33 returning to Pulham, N orfolk, of Italy - the 

with a stove-in bow after her gallant fight for twenty- 7 

eight hours against a gale over the North Sea. The character- 

damage to her nose was inflicted when she broke away isation.,-is 

from her mooring mast. : 
within con- 


ventional limits, excellent ; and the dialogue sparkles with 
vivacity and humour. The portrait of Cynthia is perhaps 
over sentimentalised. But she is a charming heroine all 
the same. 


A LOG OF THE SUN. 
By WILLIAM BEEBE. 3s. 6d. (Hodder & Stoughton.) 


As many essays as there are weeks in the year are gathered 
together in this attractively produced volume. Each is 
arranged in its suitable month, making of the whole a 
wonderfully wide survey of the manifold out-of-door 
delights with which most young people are fascinated. 
Just a mention of one or two of the headings—*‘ Insect 
Music,”’ ‘‘ Nature’s Geometricians,’’ ‘‘ The Personality of 
Trees,’ ‘‘ The Silent Language of Animals,” ‘‘ Night 
Music of the Swamp,” gives some idea of the scope, but 
not of the charm of style, which informs, delights and 
suggests in a most beguiling manner. It would be difficult 
to imagine a gift more welcome to the nature-loving boy 
or girl. 


On THE Roan. 
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THE LIVING LINKS. 


By fit1eNNE Dupont. Translated by Captain N. FLEMING. 
15s. (Hamilton.) 

In 1864 Barbey d’Aurevilly published ‘‘ Le Chevalier 
des Touches,’’ a work which he had planned as a well- 
documented biography of the famous Chouan of Granville, 
but which the refusal of the historians of Lower Normandy 
to supply him with documents compelled him to convert 
into a sheerly romantic account of the “ Little Brigand,”’ 
as the Revolutionary papers called the Chevalier. Among 
those authorities who failed to respond to Aurevilly’s 
appeal for information was M. Edouard le Héricher, a 
professor at the College of Avranches and a friend and 
compatriot of Barbey’s. With information derived from 
this gentleman, to whom he had acted as secretary for 
some ten years, and from a full study of the local and 
national archives, M. Etienne Dupont has recently re- 
constructed an authentic history of the real Chevalier 
and of the various king’s messengers, male and female, 
who, from 1792 to 1804, succeeded in establishing relations 
between the Royalists still hiding in France and the 
émigrés settled in England and in the Channel Islands. 
This work, which has been awarded the palms of the French 
Academy, has now been done into English by Captain 
N. Fleming in a version which ought to make a considerable 
appeal to all lovers of Balzac, some of whose finest stories 
describe the ferocious civil war that was waged between 
the Republicans and the Loyalists. 


STAINED GLASS TOURS IN 
GERMANY, AUSTRIA AND 
THE RHINE LANDS. 


By CuarRLes HITCHCOCK SHERRILL. 15s. (Bodley Head.) 


Mr. Sherrill again continues his stained-glass pilgrimages, 
which have already taken us through England, France, 
Spain and Flanders. For his staunch adherents this bare 
announcement is sufficient, but for others who have not 
come across his books, we would say that he is a most 


From The Living Links THE CATHEDRAL CF CONTANCES. 
Ky Etienne Dupont Shortly before Des Touches’ Abduction. 
(Hamilton). (Frcm an engraving of the period, 
cliché Vivier.) 


delightful exponent 
of this alluring 
subject. He is an 
ideal guide in that 
he deals with the 
glass from its many- 
sided points of 
interest, its pro- 
perties, healing and 
otherwise, its re- 
lation history, 
its perspective, its 
symbolism, and all 
the other factors 
which have played 
so large a part in 
its making and in- 
fluence; giving 
abundant material 
for the readers’ own 
judgment to work 
upon. The illustra- 
tions are numerous 
and excellently 
reproduced. 


MOHAMMED. 


By R. F. 
.12s. 6d. (Hutch- 
inson.) 


Mr. Dibble’s book 
is filled with the 
many legends that 
cling to the name 
of the great re- 
ligious leader. The 
early chapters deal 


with Arabia as it Stained Glass 
Sa ae Tours in German ACH. 
was in the seventh (Early fourteenth 
century, and with Rhine Lands Gontuty.? 


the early years By Charles Hitchcock Sherrill 

of Mohammed. (John Lane). 

The rise to power 

of the prophet is sketched with fine dramatic insight ; his 
struggles and his many schemes to achieve that power are 
told in an entertaining style that is not without irony. The 
author deals with the life of the man and what he did, 
not with his creed and teaching; the book is a faithful 
account of the prophet himself rather than a discussion of 
the rights and wrongs of Mohammedanism. Mr. Dibble 
has achieved a notable success in this work on an important 
subject ; the life of Mohammed is presented with a skill 
and freshness that should give it a wide appeal to lovers of 
good reading. 


MAX CARADOS MYSTERIES. 
By ErNeEst BraMAH. 7s. 6d. (Hodder & Stoughton.) 


Mr. Bramah is among the gayest of mystery-story 
writers, and in his new book he is as ingenious and light- 
hearted as ever. Max Carados, the blind detective, whose 
lack of one sense has sharpened the other four, is an 
excellent creation, and his assistant, the inscrutable and 
imperturbable Parkinson, is delightfully amusing. The 
adventures in which Carados and Parkinson are called 
upon to engage are varied in the extreme, and if their 
methods of escape from tight corners sometimes put a 
strain upon the reader’s credulity, who will quarrel with 
that ? There are writers whose rightful function it is to 
make us forget our ordinary lives for a time, and among 
such writers high place must be given to Mr. Bramah, with 
his unfailing inventiveness and humour. 
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A CHRONICLE 
OF RYE. 


By L. Grant. 8s. 6d. 
(Noel Douglas.) 


Few people can visit 
that quaint little harbour 
town of Rye, with its 
steep, cobbled streets, 
without coming under the 
spell of its old-time charm, 
and feeling its long mari- 
time traditions stealing 
over them. The author’s 
quotation that “ places 
are personal’’ is a most 
apt one in this instance. 
Every nook and corner of 
this delightful town tells 
its own story of a busy 
past, the bad old smug- 
gling days, the French 
wars of the last century, 
and by its picturesqueness 
makes its own personal 
appeal. Many attractive 
pictures, both by pen and 
camera, explain to the 
reader why Rye has been 
the inspiration of song and 
book, as well as the haunt 
of artists. 


YOUNG 
ORLAND. 
By the Tlon. HERBERT 


ASQUITH. 7s.6d. 
(Hutchinson. ) 


From Witch Wood 
By John Buchan 
(Hodder & Stoughton). 


Mr. Asquith has written one of those placid, leisurely 
chronicles that may seem a little patternless, but are often 
more convincing than novels with an ingeniously devised 
plot. The hero is the adopted son of a famous county 
family, and we follow his progress from childhood, through 
his public school and university days and his love affairs, 
to his death from wounds in the Great War. There is no 


striving for originality or 
effect in Mr. Asquith’s pages, 
and nothing very remarkable 
happens. But the various 
scenes and characters, of 
which latter there is a good 
variety, are drawn by one 
who obviously knows them 
from intimate acquaintance. 
Mr. Asquith writes tersely 
and with quiet humour, 
sympathy and charm, and 
from beginning to end _ his 
story bears upon it the hall- 
mark of life and truth. The 
-war pictures are among the 
best that we have read. 


INTER- 
FERENCE. 


By ROLAND PERTWEE. 
3s. 6d. (Cassells.) 


Sir John Marlay, who had 
become famous as the dis- 
coverer of a serum for 


From A Chronicle of Rye 
By L. Grant 
(Noel Douglas). 
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general paralysis of the 
insane, marries a beautiful 
and devoted young wife. 
“Interference from out- 
side however immediately 
threatens their happiness. 
Deborah Kane, a fast and 
unscrupulous woman, 
traces Faith Marlay, and 
discloses the fact that her 
first husband, Philip 
Voaze, a drunken and 
foul-mouthed villain, is not 
dead as she had supposed 
him to be. Deborah 
blackmails Faith, and the 
death of Deborah in 
mysterious circumstances 
then further complicates 
the course of events. A 
clever and exciting plot is 
well worked out before 
Sir John and Faith are 
able to enjoy their second 
honeymoon. The story is 
melodramatic, but is good 
of its kind. 


HARTLEY 
THROUGH 
THE 
AGES. 


Wrapper Desien. 4 Story of a Kentish 


Village. 


By the Rev. GERARD W. Bancks, M.A., Rector of Hartley, 
Longfield, Kent. (Published by Author.) 


Mr. Banks is already the author of successful books. 
He obviously has a great sense of what it is fitting 


to write about. 


Mermaip STREET. 


His brochure on ‘‘ Honey and its 
Uses’ passed into 


its sixtieth thousand, and 

‘““Mead and How to 
Make It” has reached its 
fifth edition. And now here 
is a book on his own village, 
and very pious and proper 
it is to have made a 
study of the peaceful 
English spot. Such local 
chronicles are always in- 
teresting, and good to ponder 
over. We confess we have 
never visited Hartley, but 
we should very much like 
to go after reading this 
entertaining and _ faithful 
statement. The author 
mentions some intriguing 
place-names in the parish: 
Great Gunners Land ; Little 
Gunners Field; Little 
Pickle Yard; Chuckle 
Field ; Harry Saw, Bridence ; 
Vysys Grove. The rector 
quite believes it possible 
that some day little 
Hartley will increase into 
a town: so near is it to 
London. 
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GREYHOUND 
RACING 

AND 
BREEDING. 


By A. CROXTON SMITH. 
Illustrated. 2s. 6d. 
(Gay & Hancock.) 


A very useful, practical 
book on the newest sport 
by a_ well-known dog- 
breeder and authoritative 
writer on dog-breeding. 
He tells how the sport 
originated, and goes on to 
give full information on 
how to choose a dog, the 
cost of racing one, how to 
start a kennel, how meet- 
ings are conducted, and 
offers indeed a complete 
“ Enquire Within for all 
who are interested or 
thinking of becoming in- 
terested in greyhound 
breeding and racing. It 
is illustrated with some 
excellent photographs. 


A SENTIMENTAL 
JOURNEY 
THROUGH 
FRANCE AND 
ITALY. 

By Mr. Yorick, 


Illustrated by VERA 
WILLOUGHBy., 


18s. (Peter Davies.) 


From No Other Tiger 
By A. E. W. Mason 
(Hodder & Stoughton), 


Like all humorists, Sterne had a sentimental side; his 
sentiment ran to sentimentality, but he was a genuine man 
of feeling; his easy tears were natural to him and were 
the outcome of an exquisite sensibility. He did not begin 


to practice artifice until he was repeating his tender 
e xperiences 


in writing, 
and the 
artifice 
often mel- 
lowed to a 
subtle and 
delicate art 
that makes 
“A Senti- 
mental 
Journey” 
a great as 
well as a 
popular 
book. If it 
philanders 
now and 
then with 
im p roprie- 
ties it does 
so with an 
airy grace 
and charm 
that almost 
make the 
whole thing 
seem as 
naive and 


From Greyhound Racing and Breeding 
By A. Croxton Smith 
(Gay & Hancock). 


WrRapPPER DESIGN. 


RACE OF LEAVES. 


innocent as_ Sterne 
insisted that it was. 
This beautiful edition of 
the ‘‘ Journey” is pro- 
duced in a style that is 
most admirably in 
harmony with that grace 
and charm; the illustra- 
tions (two of which are 
reproduced on our art 
supplement pages) very 
skilfully and_ sensitively 
preserving the atmosphere 
and manner of the period. 


THE 
PHILIPPINES. 

By NICHOLAS RooseE- 

VELT. 15s. 

(Faber & Gwyer.) 

Addressed to America, 

Mr. Roosevelt's book, 
written as the result of a 
visit to the Philippines on 
behalf of the New York 
Times, may find interested 
readers in this country 
not so much for the 
political contentions 
which are its raison d’étre 
as for the wealth of 
general information on 
the islands contained in 
it. In addition to a sur- 
vey of thirty years of 
American rule and sugges- 
tions for reform, there 
are numerous glimpses, 
well described, of the life 
and character of the 
Filipinos and of the 
author's personal experi- 
ences in the archipelago. 


By M. H. Ste. 7s. 6d. (Thornton Butterworth.) 


An unusually able first novel—the story of a man passion- 
ately in love with his childless wife but bitterly disappointed 


THE STARTING GATE, SHOWING 
DOGS JUST RELEASED. 


that they 
have no 
children. 
The situa- 
tion and all 
that arises 
from it are 
handled 
with skill 
and in- 
sight; the 
reader’s in- 
terest is 
closely held, 
alike in the 
strange 
develop- 
ments of 
the story 
and in its 
characters, 
who, drawn 
with a sym- 
pathetic 
understand- 
ing, are in- 
tensely 
alive and 
lifelike. 
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From Sir Percy Hits Back 
By Baroness Orezy 
(Hodder & Stoughton). 


Wrapper DESIGN. 


A WAYFARER ON THE SEINE. 


By FE. I. Rosson. 7s. 6d. (Methuen.) 


From source to outlet Mr. Robson guides the delighted 
pilgrim along this greatest of French rivers. Despite the 
amount of ground (or water) to be covered, and the various 
little digressions which cannot be resisted, the journey is 
not unduly hurried, but permits of reasonable time for 
enjoying the remarkable blend of interests to be found on 
it and its banks. The river attains an alluring personality 
of its own as we pass from busy port (there are no less than 
three large ones) to quiet village, imbibing as we go much 
of its beauty, legend and history, losing ourselves for the 
time being in its diverse and far-reaching concerns. 


SIR PERCY HITS BACK. 
By Baroness Orczy. 7s. 6d. (Hodder & Stoughton.) 


To say that this is ‘‘ another ‘ Scarlet Pimpernel ’ 
romance ’’ is probably all the recommendation that is 
necessary for the admirers of Baroness Orczy’s work. Sir 
Percy Blakeney is so intrepid and so invulnerable that 
there seems no reason why the chronicle of his exploits 
should ever come to an end, and the instalment of them 
given in this volume will make every reader eager for yet 
another reappearance. For Sir Percy and his merry men 
are seen at their best in their daring rescue of Fleurette and 
her village lover from the spies of the Revolution by no 
less a device than entering the village disguised as a revolu- 
tionary patrol. But the story gathers force as it goes, and 
a vastly exciting situation develops when it is discovered 
that Fleurette’s mysterious father is none other than the 
disguised revolutionary leader, Chauvelin, the sworn enemy 
and former dupe of the Scarlet Pimpernel. Chauvelin’s 
Nemesis comes when, under pressure of his fellow judges, 


From Captain Cavalier 
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he has to condemn his own daughter. And even then 
there is a bitterer moment to come for him. That is when 
Sir Percy “ hits back’’ by boldly raiding the court and 
carrying off to safety not only Fleurette but his ancient 
enemy, the judge himself. This is truly in the best Robin 
Hood manner, and nothing more need surely be said. 


CUPID AND PSYCHE, 
AND OTHER POEMS. 


WIND LYRICS. 


By Atice Law. (Old Parsonage Press, Altham, Ac- 
crington.) 

Lovers of poetry who find much modern verse too 
sophisticated for their taste should turn with pleasant 
relief to the new issue of these two little booklets. Miss 
Law offers us nothing that is strikingly original, but her 
work glows with a very fine sincerity that is worth cart- 
loads of mere cleverness. The play ‘‘ Cupid and Psyche” 
shows that her wings are capable of sustained flight, but 
her most characteristic efforts are the shorter poems in 
praise of the simple joys of country and domestic life. A 
vein of sadness, lamenting the impermanence of things, 
runs through her verses ; but there is hope in them as well : 

“* Low lies my heart in waiting for the Spring, 
This wintry day, when all the woods are dark ; 


Low lies my heart that longs to shout and sing 
With the first upward fluttering of the lark. 
* Low lies my heart in its expectant hush 
To hear the daffodil’s gold trumpets blow 
Adown the wind, and the first frolic rush 
Of torrents leaping from their bed of snow. 
“Courage! O heart: this bitter wintering 
Shall pass at length and once more shalt thou hear 
The small hedge-sparrow’s slender bugling 
And all the gladsome openings of the year.” 


WRaPPER DESIGN. 
By Jackson Gregory 
(Hodder & Stoughton). 
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LET- 
| TERS 
OF A 

SELF- 

| MADE 
DIPLO- 
| MAT TO 
HIS 
PRESI-. 
DENT. 


By WILL 
ROGERS. 
7s. 6d. 

| (Bren- 
tanos.) 


2 


Those who 
have read 
the Let- 
ters’ of the 
late Walter 
Page, and 
those of Col- 
onel House, 
and duly 
measured 
the vast gulf 
of difference 
between 
them, will 
appreciate 
the good- 


From Letters of a Self-made “You oueut ro 
Diplomat to his SEE THE TOUR- Caricature 


President ISTS HERE.” here pre 
By Will Rogers 
(Brentanos). sented by 


a_ facetious 
and irresponsible pen. Mr. Rogers makes an effective 
show of all that superficial dexterity of the Western 
publicist in handling international affairs, but does it with 


a frivolity that makes it refreshing, in spite of the reckless 
spelling and the outrages on grammar and fact and propor- 
tion. He almost justifies a parody of Francis Thompson’s 


From Sargon the NaramM SIN. 
Magnificent STELE FOUND IN 
By Mes. Sydney Bristowe BaByYLon. 
‘*A History of Sumer anc 
Company). Akkad,” by permission ot 


the Publishers, Messrs. 
Chatto & Windus. 


famous panegyric on Shelley, to the extent of saying that 
he is “* gold-dusty *’ with tumbling among the stars of world 
diplomacy, and the playfellow of the international firma- 
ment of politics. But he relieves the tedium of his irrever- 
ence by turning it on to American men and affairs as well 
as European. It is all derisive, all gay and unmistakably 


“the goods.”’ 


From In Search of Our Ancestors 
By Mary E. Boyle 
(Harrap). 
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SARGON THE 


MAGNIFICENT. 
By Mrs. SYDNEY ; 
BRISTOWE. 5s. 
Co.) 


The author has here 
made an attempt to prove 
that the stories told in 
the first chapter of Genesis 
harmonise with the 
researches of modern 
archeologists and provide 
a key to some otherwise 
unsolved problems. She 
feels sure that after 
readers have carefully 
read the mass of evidence 
collected in her _ book, 
together with her argu- 
ments and facts, some at 
least of them will be con-_ - 
vinced that that mysteri- vom By-ways Among 
ous personage, the great 
Babylonian monarch, (Methuen). 

Sargon of Akkad, was 

none other than the first 

murderer in history—Cain. By thus linking up the sacred 
and profane histories of the world, she endeavours to refute 
the modern teaching that the Bible story of the Garden 
of Eden is mythical. The book is of course intensely 
controversial. The author has brought an enormous 
number of facts in support of her theory, but there is so 
much room left between the links for conjecture, there is 
so much that is necessarily mere opinion or probability, 
that when it comes to summing up the evidence and fitting 
in the picture puzzle at the end, it is done very neatly, but 
the pieces of the puzzle are so worn and corroded by time 
that they may be said to fit where they touch, and the 
intervening spaces must be filled up by conjecture. It is 
however a most painstaking and interesting piece of work, 
and the author has put heart and soul into the doing of it. 
In any case an entirely new point of view has been opened 
up. 


BY-WAYS 
AMONG 
ENGLISH 
BOOKS. 


By Cyrit DAvEN- 
PORT. 7s. 6d. 
(Methueri.) 


A mass of curious 
information about 
bindings and _illus- 
trations,  book- 
stamps and book- 
plates has been here 
brought together by 
Cyril Davenport, 
F.S.A. Mr. Daven- 
port’s work at the 
British Museum has 
given him a detailed 
knowledge on many 
points. Writing of 
Thomas Berthelet, 
who was Royal 
Binder to Henry 
VIII and the first 
English craftsman to 
use gold tooling on 


From In Roman Scotland 
By Jessie Mothersole 


(John Lane). 
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7 his books, he describes 
some of Berthelet’s de- 
| signs. Some were in 
| brown calf, some in a 
thick white leather, others 
were in satin and velvet, 
and among these last 
were copies bearing in 
gold upon their white 
edges the five words, 
“Rex eternum vive 
neez.”’ What the last 
word means, says Mr. 
Davenport, is not cer- 
tainly known, but as the 
Chaldeans said ‘‘ O King, 
| live for ever”’ to Nebu- 
| chadnezzar, it may refer 
to his name. In the 
, chapter on illustrated 
| books a short section is 
given to the methods of 
William Blake. Blake 
himself once wrote an 
account of his process and 
Rap, called it how to wood- 
lished in London in 1842.) cut on copper.’’ A 
pleasant, rambling 

volume, full of interesting odds and ends. 


DaTtur Hora Quierti. 
From the engraving by E. 
Goodall after the drawing 


IN ROMAN SCOTLAND. 
By Jesste MoTHERSOLE. 10s. 6d. (Bodley Head.) 


No more delightful guide than Miss Mothersole could be 
desired—that is, by those travellers who possess the 
historical sense, and enjoy giving their imagination full 
swing in recreating and tracing the past for themselves. 
The Roman occupation of Scotland, limited both in time 
and compass, is the subject of the present book, and this 
is traced in vivid and attractive style, assisted by maps, 
plans and a large number of illustrations in colour and 
black-and-white, the illustrations also being the work of 
this talented author. The book is of engrossing interest 
and a welcome addition to the series, in which Miss Mother- 
sole is tracking the 
Roman tenure of 
these islands. Visi- 
tors to any or all 
of the districts in 
question will be well 
advised to possess 
themselves of acopy, 
and thereby turn an 
ordinary visit into 
an absorbing occu- 
pation. 


“OUT OF 
THE ARK” 
BOOKS. 


By S. G. HULME 
BEAMAN. 
(Warne.) 


Small children will 
be delighted with 
these six little 
booklets packed in 
a box. There is the 
story of Jimmy the 
Baby Elephant, and 
the tale of the 
brown bear called 


THe River EARN, FACING THE 
RIGHT OF STRAGEATH. 
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“ Teddy’s New Job’”’; the amusing history of Ham and the 
Egg, and the stories of Jenny the Giraffe, Wally the Kan- 
garoo, and Grunty the Pig. Each story is illustrated with 
quaint pictures, by the author, in colour and black-and- 
white. 


SEA ADVENTURES AND ESCAPES. 
By TAFFRAIL.”’ tos. 6d. (Philip Allan.) 

A GREAT SEA MYSTERY. 
By J. G. Lockxuarr. 6s. (Philip Allan.) 


THE 


Mr. Lockhart’s essay on the famous mystery of the brig 
Mary Celeste, found derelict, undamaged and with sails 
set in mid-Atlantic, disappoints me for a different reason— 
a reason which I freely admit may be considered un- 
justifiable, but one which nevertheless I cannot succeed 
in shaking off. It is simply this; that his solution of the 
mystery appears cold and tame after the allurement and 
enticement of the mystery itself and the more sensational 
‘‘ explanations ’’ which have been put forward from time 
to time by novelists and other romantically minded persons. 
I read the book from cover to cover at one sitting, not 
because of but— if 
Mr. Lockhart will 


BUCCANEERS. 


By Proressor A. H. 
CoopER-PRICHARD. 
7s. 6d. 

(Cecil Palmer.) 


Perhaps books 
about the sea are 
dangerous ones to * 
write, for no other 
topic raises in the 
mind of the reader 
such high expecta- 
tions. Love of the 
sea is in our blood 
and fear of it in our 
souls, and these two 
emotions react power- 
fully before a sea 
story—even when our 
personal relations with 
the ocean are by no 
means of the friend- 
liest—stirring up all 
sorts of confused race 
memories and finding 
a harmony still in- 
complete only in the 
realisation of some- 
thing akin to sensa- 
tionalism. A book 
about the sea must 
thrill to the marrow ; 
it must dash the salt 
spray in our faces ; 
it must echo the song 
of the wind in the 
rigging. If it fails 
in any one of these essentials its value immediately 
becomes trivial ; it becomes worthless to a greater degree 
than a similar book set upon the land. We do not fear 
the land, and therefore we do not expect as much from it. 

So that it is with reluctance—for I am uncertain how 
far my feeling ought to be attributed to enthusiasm beyond 
bounds—that I must confess a certain disappointment with 
the three books on my list; and greatest disappointment 
with that of ‘ Taffrail.’’” When he wishes, Commander 
Taprell Dorling can bring the sea alive in his writing ; 
in his latest book he has given us a set of hurried magazine 
articles—or such at any rate they appear to be, lacking 
body and grip and indifferent in their style. Nor does 
he properly justify his title—he gives us only British sea 
escapes and adventures. Not of course that his book is 
by any means devoid of excitement—amiraculous deliveries 
from almost certain destruction, bold expedients, endurance, 
resource and tremendous pluck on the one hand, and on 
the other cowardice, treachery and cannibalism form his 
themes ; but he seems to have fallen between the stools 
of vivid historical description and vivid romance. The 
book is very readable; it might have been much more 
than that. You cannot deal with great emotions except 
greatly. 
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not misunderstand a 
frankness that is in 
no wise intended for 
boorishness—in spite 
of his own contribu- 
tion to the speculation 
concerning the vessel's 
abandonment. This 
is very far from saying 
that his theory is not 
the most adequate yet 
offered; I have not 
the means of judging, 
and am almost ready 
to accept off-hand his 
publisher’s confident 
assertion — under- 
scored on the flap of 
the jacket—that his 
solution is un- 
doubtedly the correct 
one. But what I feel 
about the book, from 
the general reader's 
point of view, is that 
the mystery itself 
and the sensationalism 
which has been woven 
about it are much 
more stimulating and, 
in a sense, satisfying 
than the actual truth. 
A pricked bubble is a 
poor thing to con- 
template; and he 
who pricks it, though 
he may render a ser- 
vice, is too often in the 
unfortunate position 
of being decried for his pains. But Mr. Lockhart will 
doubtless have the last laugh ; and then I shall crave his 
merciful use of that privilege, at least as far as I am 
concerned. 

By far the most gripping of my three books is Professor 
Cooper-Prichard’s racy account of the Buccaneers—those 
fair bags to writers of boys’ stories and comic opera libret- 
tos. His style and manner of presentation, though not 
distinguished, leave those of ‘‘ Taffrail’’ somewhat in the 
rear; having no theory to put forward he does not run 
the risk of even apparent anti-climax. On the contrary the 
story he tells—a story peaceable enough in its early pages, 
bloodthirsty enough for the most part—rises splendidly 
to the great climax of retribution, the destruction by 
earthquake of the Buccaneer city of Port Royal. He 
freely quotes contemporary accounts and _ reproduces 
contemporary prints; and a useful bibliography will 
send some of his readers hurrying to extend their know- 
ledge of the great Captain Morgan and his freebooter 
associates. 

This, of the books before me, is the one which, 
on the whole, I should choose for boys of all ages. 


THe “Mary CELESTE,” 
DECEMBER 5TH, 1872. 


W. BRANCH JOHNSON. 
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